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Dear parents/carers,

It is hard to believe that we are already looking at the February half term break - it only feels like we

returned from the winter holiday a few days ago although I am mindful that this is certainly one of the

shortest half terms that I have known in my career to date. Regardless of this being such a short module,

as you can see in the bulletin below, our community has been very busy these past five weeks and it is

always a pleasure to share this with you. 

No doubt you will have seen by now the letter I recently sent with the outcome of our latest OFSTED

report attached. I will not repeat everything from my previous correspondence other than to say how

proud I am of everyone who makes up our school community. We are also immensely proud of our new

‘outstanding’ grade in Personal Development. While the outcome of the report was no major surprise to

us here, it was good to see this in the form of external validation and we are all excited to see what the

future holds going forward. 

Staying with Personal Development, please keep your eyes peeled for international opportunities that are

coming up in terms of trips to both Barcelona and the USA. As always, students from the relevant year

groups will need to go through an application process and we will be prioritising those students who

have not benefited from our international program in the past. Also, you will be interested to hear that

there is an upcoming trip to China in the planning stages for July, lead by Ms. Burgos (Head of MFL), for

eligible students who are studying Mandarin at the school. These truly are exciting times to be a learner

at Wapping High School and I hope that all students endeavour to take advantage of these opportunities

as they become available. 

Finally, with so much in the press at the moment about attendance and how this links to not only exam

success but overall quality (and longevity) of life, I feel it only right that I use this platform to bring this to

your attention. The school works very hard with families and students to ensure that attendance is as

good as it should be - ideally, no student should be below 95% attendance across the academic year.

Every day lost results in the loss of up to six hours of learning which can be hugely detrimental. I know

that I have your support here but if you do have any concerns about your child’s attendance, please

reach out to the Pastoral Team for support as they will be only too happy to help you. 

Best wishes to you all. 

Mr. Tom Raw

Head of School   

Executive Head Teacher Message

Dear families,

Reading yet another impressive Parent Bulletin, it's clear that the school continues to work hard to

achieve all its goals and ensure that every student gets the very best from us that we as the staff can



give them and to guarantee no one is left behind. 

You are obviously aware that we finally received our OFSTED report from our inspection in November

recently and I am very pleased with the result, particularly the Outstanding grade in how we support

students' personal development here at the school. 

The school performs very well across our curriculum but I will share with you that it made me feel very

proud of Mr Raw and his team when the lead inspector shared the great news and the well deserved

acknowledgement of how hard everyone works at the school to go the extra mile for every single one of

our students. 

There is a great deal I could tell you about how we will be continuing to develop our curricular and

extracurricular provision at WHS but I'm likely to run out of space so in summary we will remain a school

committed to not only learning and teaching but also in the development of skills and building students'

self belief and confidence that they can go on and be really successful in life if they keep working hard

alongside us as they always have.

 

I am hoping you have a wonderful half term break together as a family and I look forward to the

remainder of the year and the school continuing to go from strength to strength.

Well done Mr Raw, Staff and students and everyone involved at WHS.

Mr. Gary Nelson

Executive Headteacher

Science Fair - 13th March



We're excited to announce that Wapping High's first ever Science fair will be held on Wednesday

13th March! The whole-day fair will see all students take part in an immersive and interactive

experience designed to inspire a love of the scientific world. 

With a walk-through model of our solar system and a rainforest, students will be able to explore

the secrets of Jupiter and Saturn, have a taste of astronaut food and explore how living systems

work together in ecosystems around the world with the help of some living creatures. 

In the 'Our Chemical World' section, students will explore some of the more unusual chemical

reactions and even make their own ice cream with Nitrogen. There'll also be games,

competitions and prizes. 

 

Mr Wiles

Acting Head of Science

Geography Update:

Year 9 and 10 geographers visited the IMAX this week to learn about how volcanoes helped

shape our world. We watched the film 'Volcanoes: Fires of Creation' in 3D on the biggest screen

in the UK. 

Students looked at how volcanic eruptions bring both opportunities and challenges to different

areas, contrasting La Palma in the Canary Islands with Mount Nyiragongo in the Congo as well

as looking at how the impacts differed across the two countries. Students really enjoyed

themselves, although they do seem to think they look much cooler with the 3D glasses on than

we thought they did!



Miss Harvey

Head of Geography/Head of Pankhurst House

Tower Hamlets Boccia Tournament

On 9th January, Wapping High School competed at the Tower Hamlets Boccia Tournament at

Poplar Baths. For the majority who attended, it was the first time representing the school at a

fixture. I am delighted to announce that Wapping High School won the tournament and

deservedly took home medals and a trophy! Those who competed and showcased their Boccia

skills deserve a huge congratulations. We are very proud of you! 

The PE Department

 

ASDAN Trip to the V&A Childhood Museum



 

The year 11 ASDAN class went to the V&A Childhood Museum in Bethnal Green on the 19th

January, 2024. We were looking at today's toys and technology compared with the tech (or not

so tech) of children from the 1980's and the students could see for themselves that it was good

old-fashioned toys that were the clear winner here!

Ms Manley

HLTA - Teacher of ASDAN

 

Apprenticeships

Year 11's have had a series of assemblies delivered on the topic of their post-16 options. As a

school, we are committed to providing information on all available avenues for your children as

they complete their GCSEs in order to make the most informed decisions for their futures. This

term, the focus has been ‘apprenticeships.’ 

Most recently, Freya from Tower Hamlets has delivered two superb assemblies on

apprenticeships. Students were actively engaging with the presentation and dispelling myths

around apprenticeships. In the second segment, two level 3 & 4 apprentices from PwC and

Hilton Hotels presented their experience and gave advice to our Year 11 cohort. 

We greatly encourage Year 11 parents (and Year 10 as I am aware some are interested) to

attend the Apprenticeship Roadshow held at Tower Hamlets Town Hall on the 7th of February-

4:30-8pm. It will host many of Britain's greatest apprenticeship schemes with employees to

speak to and gain advice from (including refreshments). As Careers Lead, I will also be in

attendance to foster more relationships to help the pupils of WHS. 

During this term and next, several sixth forms and colleges will be attending assemblies to

promote their schools and future events for parents to also attend and engage with. More

information to follow!



Ms. Rahman

Teacher of English/Careers Lead

Young Head Chefs

The Food Department works hard to raise aspirations for all our wonderful students. We have

decided to highlight our most committed students by making them Head Chefs. 

Learners will have the opportunity to enter national food competitions to represent Wapping

High and showcase their technical ability in food. Well done to Lubaba, our first Head Chef.

Ms. Wright

Teacher of Food Technology

 

 



The Great Wapping High Bake Off!

Students from across the school enjoyed a range of delicious baked goods last week as students

from Year 11 brought in their best efforts to raise money for Prom. Students entered into the

Bake Off, judged by Miss Harvey and Moon, who both had a wonderful time trying the food,

despite ending up very sticky after a delicious ice cream sandwich that was starting to melt all

over them!

All the bakes were judged on taste and presentation. A special mention goes out to Alicia, in

Year 11, who made some amazing brigadeiros. Lubaba, in Year 8, won the overall contest and

made some absolutely fantastic cupcakes that tasted delicious and also looked amazing!

Miss Harvey

Head of Geography/Head of Pankhurst House

Attendance Protocols:

We would like to remind parents/carers that when reporting your child’s absence, it is important

to follow the procedure of: 

Full name

Tutor group

Reason for absence

Duration of absence

Please note, that the preferred method of reporting absence is via Parentmail.  If you arwe

unable to access the platform please email studentabsence@wappinghigh.org .

We thank families for their support. 

School Office Team & Pastoral Team

Important dates: 



Year 9 Parents Evening - 29th Febuary 4-6pm - Bookings available on Parentmail
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