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Head of school Message

Dear parents and carers,


https://mailchi.mp/aeacfc87ee3b/wapping-high-school-parent-bulletin-9363540?e=[UNIQID]

Here we are at the end of both another term and another calendar year. | hope that the last 365 days has
brought you happiness and success and it is always a pleasure to catch up with you in person when |

see you in and around school.

This, as always, has been a very busy term at WHS. As you know, we were recently visited by OFSTED in
late November for what is known as a full Section 5 inspection. Although the school cannot comment

directly on the grade awarded until the report is published, | am pleased that the inspection team shared
the same view that we have of our wonderful community of learners and | look forward to sharing the full

report with you as soon as it is published.

Although we are at the end of the term, Wapping High life continues to move at a fast pace. This week
alone we have had trips out for History and Geography as well as UEL (University of East London) for our
learners to get involved with. This aspect of personal development is a considerable strength at the
school and my thanks go out to the staff who work tirelessly to provide these tangible opportunities for
the student body. Furthermore, | am hearing some exciting news regarding our upcoming international
trips to Spain, New York and China - please keep your eyes peeled for further information as it comes as

these truly are life-changing experiences for all involved.

Also, in looking forward to the new calendar year, | am keen to have more in the way of themed coffee
mornings for families. This is something that | ran last year and we recently had a hugely successful one
based around PSHE/Personal Growth led by Mrs Sanders (Assistant Headteacher) and Mr Khan (Head of
RS/PSHE). Once again, please keep an eye open for these (it is always good to meet you in person) and if
you have any suggestions regarding the topics you would like covered, then feel free to send me an

email with your recommendations.

In the meantime, on behalf of the whole team, please accept our season's greetings and we all hope that

you have a Happy New Year!

Mr. Tom Raw

Head of School

Dear families

Reading through this Parent Bulletin at the end of 2023 is a real pleasure as always and it’s just great to

see what students and staff continue to achieve at the school.

Parents will of course know that we had an OFSTED inspection about three weeks ago now for which we

are still waiting for the final report so we are frustratingly unable to share that with you yet but | will say



that we were very pleased with the result, and that it was refreshing to see that the visiting inspectors

were very impressed with the extracurricular work we do here at Wapping High.

Inspectors appreciated how dedicated staff were to ensuring that learning doesn’t just stop in the
classroom when it’s time for the next lesson and our international dimension, coaching and many other
features of our school continues to ensure the learning experience for every one of our amazing students
really stands out. Of course, we will let families know when the final report is available but, in the
meantime, I'd like to congratulate staff and students for all their hard work in creating a school that we

can all be proud of.

Finally, | would like to formally thank Mr Raw and leaders at the school who work so tirelessly to achieve
the school’s mission and vision and | look forward to continuing my role throughout the remainder of

this academic year to support the senior team with all the amazing work they do.

| hope you have a great winter break with your family and happy new year when it comes.
Best wishes to all

Gary Nelson

Executive Headteacher

Trip to Barcelona in Spain - Announced

This year, as we have reported before, the school will be taking 60 students abroad on three

fully funded trips. The first trip has been booked and was announced this month in assembly and
Year 7 and Year 8 were invited to apply for a place. We will announce which students have made
successful applications in January, giving students lots of time to ensure they have passports for

this exciting trip in May.

Priority will be given to students who have never been on one of our school trips abroad before.
The Turing Scheme, which generously funds these trips, asks that we take as many students as
possible who are officially entitled to free school meals. So do please remember to complete the

form with Tower Hamlets if your family is entitled to free school meal status.

You can do this online here Online Application for Free School Meals.



https://benefitforms.towerhamlets.gov.uk/VictoriaForms/Viewer-VicForms.asp?user=anon&Form=Free%20School%20Meals%20(1.0).wdf

Early next term we will be announcing two more trips abroad. Do please encourage your child to
apply for a place so they can get a chance to experience a different country or even a different

continent.
Nicolette Sorba & Nathalie Burgos

Deputy Headteacher & Head of MFL

Digital Day:

Pupils from Year 9 took part in BIMA’s nationwide ‘Digital Day’ Challenge. Three agile
coaches and technology professionals presented knowledge to the Year 9s on gaming &

metaverse experiences.

They worked in groups to pitch ideas for a challenge. Learners also took part in
discussions regarding misconceptions to do with digital careers - many were shocked to

learn just how much income a career in technology makes!

Furthermore, they were able to see social media from a media/ campaign perspective and

discuss the changing world to virtual reality.

In partnership with Vue and EPAM, students were expected to design a pitch for how
technology can be used to make Vue Cinemas more profitable. The winning group’s pitch
gets submitted for the nationwide competition, allowing the winning school to receive

£500 and Vue cinema tickets for students. We look forward to hearing their verdict.

Students really engaged and enjoyed the day!




Y11 UEL Trip:

Thirty Year 11 students had the opportunity to visit/ revisit the UEL Docklands campus.
Students were met with a student ambassador who gave them an extensive tour of arts,
engineering and science facilities. Students got to experience sitting in a lecture hall and
have a lecture delivered to them on facts and myths about university, reasons to join and
all the amazing things UEL do. Year 11 had many questions around university, courses and

alternative routes.

As UEL are partners of Wapping High, they created a curated workshop to spotlight their
mission and work to create opportunities for BAME students and the incredible
international experiences they offer, much like Wapping High’s own mission. This was led

by Tariq Patel and Sam, a PhD student from the university who led a great muscle



strength workshop! Students were engaged throughout and have really begun thinking

about their post-16 options.

Ms Rahman

Teacher of English/Careers Lead

Sports Update:

Wapping High School have been involved in competitive football and athletics fixtures over the
course of this term. A big shoutout goes to the year 9 football team, who competed in a hard
fought match against Swanlea School in such tricky conditions. We are very excited to play more

games against them in the future!

Moreover, a huge shout out to the Year 7 and 8 girls’ athletics team, who performed brilliantly at
the Sports Hall athletics competition at John Orwell Leisure Centre. Superstar Fatima won the 6

lap race in style and then won the 8 lap relay race with Taryn. Well done to all those who

competed!

Mr. Hutton

Teacher of PE



Young Mayor Candidate:

Our very own Amaira, in Year 9, was recently shortlisted to be in the running for the next Young
Mayor of Tower Hamlets. Out of a long list of applicants, Amaira was just one of just fourteen

candidates to campaign for this important position within the wider Tower Hamlets community.

Amaira’s campaign was centred around the establishment of a Skills Management Program,
greater facilities for Sexual and Mental Health awareness and Self-Defence classes for young

people.

Although Amaira did not get elected to be the next Young Mayor, she has been invited to join the
Tower Hamlets Student Council where she will be involved in decision making that will affect

thousands of young people in the borough.

We could not be prouder of you, Amaira.
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Mr. Raw

Head of School

English Department Updates:
Tanika Gupta

We were delighted to welcome award winning playwright and author Tanika Gupta to a zoom
Q&A session in November. Year 9 have been studying her play, The Empress and were genuinely
excited to be able to put questions to her about her experience as a writer and her inspiration
for the play. Questions varied from what inspired her to be a writer to what challenges she faced
as well as how she thought the character, Dhadhai, would feel about the progress made by the
South Asian diaspora in the UK today. A thoroughly insightful and motivating session enjoyed by



Speak Out

Selected year 10's were chosen to take part in the Jack Petchey Foundation Speak Out Challenge
workshops giving them the opportunity to access an expert public speaker as well as learning
and applying the skills needed to present successfully in front of an audience. It was a day full of
activities, from word play games to writing speeches, ending with delivering a speech to the
group. The finalists, as selected by two English teachers and the workshop leader, will now go

forward to enter the national competition in March.
BBC 500 word

Our year 7's were encouraged to take part in the BBC Short story competition as part of their
creative writing learning modules. This was a voluntary activity, not set as homework, and we
were thrilled at how many students wanted to get involved. Thousands of children across the UK
entered and we are excited to announce that two of our students have progressed to the next
round of judging, which will be led by the national literacy organisation, The Reading Agency. If
they are successful in this round, they will then make it to the final round of judging which will

include His Majesty the King as well as Sir Lenny Henry and Malorie Blackman.

Ms Khanum

Acting Head of English

Performing Arts Department:
Pantomime

Last Friday, Year 10 Drama and Music went on a trip to the Lyric Theatre in Hammersmith to
watch the Cinderella pantomime. This was an excellent co-curricular opportunity for our Drama
pupils to experience a familiar story divided in the context of live theatre, and for our Music

pupils to experience a live music ensemble.

Music



Music at WHS has experienced a lot of growth over this (very long!) half term. The instrumental
programme has now reached capacity, and I still have multiple pupils asking to join
instrumental lessons. This is testament to the music culture we have developed since last year

and it is so encouraging to see pupils developing a real love for the subject.

For pupils who want to practise their instruments, 4A (the music room) is now open on Monday
and Tuesday break time. Since I began this initiative, many pupils have been coming to practise
and improve their musicianship and instrumental practice and have also welcomed other pupils
who just want to have a go. As previously mentioned, the culture that we have surrounding

music now, particularly in KS3, is incredible.

There will also be more opportunities to take part in music activities, starting from next half

term:

Band Club - Details TBC

Musical Theatre - Details TBC

These are in addition to our existing clubs which are:
Choir - Monday, 3:45-4:15

Music Madness - Friday, P6

If your child is interested in participating in any of these clubs, pupils may enquire in person, or

feel free to email at samcross@wappinghigh.org

Mr S Cross

Teacher of Music

History of Medicine:

Year 10 History students had a fantastic time at the Old Operating Theatre Museum on Monday.
Oliver bravely volunteered for the leg amputation recreation by a Victorian surgeon and our Year

10s had strong stomachs as they learned about pre-anesthetic, pre-antiseptic surgery.

Students had a chance to explore the wider museum and see an array of herbs, medicines and

surgical tools from the 1800s.



Ms Mansfield

Head of History/Sociology

Future Scientists:

This first term has been very hands-on for the Year 10s. They've been working on their Required
Practicals in preparation for their GCSEs. So far they've had a go at a range of Biology, Chemistry
and Physics practicals, including investigating how enzymes work, learning how to build circuits

and studying a range of elements.

I have been working closely with 10.2 and I'm particularly impressed with Fariea, Alex and
Rawdah's practical skills. They've all shown amazing PACK skills in their practical lessons. Well

done!

Miss G. Vincent

Science Technician

Future Chef Competition:

Well done Labiba in Year 11 who came 2nd place at the Future Chef Competition at Newham

College. Mim also did very well with the tasty meal she created.

I hope to see more students representing Wapping High in the near future.



Ms Wright

Teacher of Food Technology

Geography - field work in Brick Lane:

Year 7 took their Geography skills outside of the classroom last week as we completed our first

fieldwork in Brick Lane.

Students impressed us as they investigated how Brick Lane shows the changes East London has
experienced over time due to migration and gentrification. Students investigated how even the
streetlights along Brick Lane show the history of the area. We were especially impressed with
some of our young geographers who plucked up the courage to ask passersby their opinions

about Brick Lane.

Ms Harvey

Head of Geography/Head of Pankhurst House

EAL Department Christmas Trip

The pupils took a scenic bus route through the city, seeing monuments such as St Paul's
Cathedral. We then walked through the city centre visiting Trafalgar Square, Christmas markets,
Covent Garden, China Town, Leicester square, Piccadilly Circus, Carnaby Street, Regents street,

Oxford street and the Lego store. We then enjoyed a hot chocolate together.



Ms Roberts
Head of EAL

Alumni Update:

At Wapping High we are always delighted to hear from our ex-students and we encourage all our

students to stay connected with us, their Wapping High family.

This month we heard from a very proud mum, who shared with us this great photo of her
daughter Tayla who has just graduated with a degree from art school. Tayla, did not always find
school easy but she found her passion and worked hard and with determination to achieve great
success. After her GCSEs at Wapping High, Tayla gained a place at the very prestigious BRIT
school 6th form before studying for her degree. We wish her well and thank her for being an

inspiration to the next generation of Wapping High students.

Ms Sorba

Deputy Headteacher

Attendance Protocols:

We would like to remind parents/carers that when reporting your child’s absence, it is important

to follow the procedure of:
¢ Full name
e Tutor group

o Reason for absence



o Duration of absence

Please note, that the preferred method of reporting absence is via Parentmail.

We thank families for their support.

Ms Amaning

Attendance & Welfare Officer

Christmas:

Mr Ali and Miss Harvey, the Heads of House, extend warm wishes for a
joyful Christmas season, whether you celebrate the festival or enjoy
the time with family. May this festive time bring you moments of
togetherness, love, and laughter. Your support and trust in our school
community have been invaluable. Here's to a holiday filled with

cherished memories and the promise of a bright new year.

Ms Harvey & Mr Ali

Heads of House

Important dates:

Year 11 Parents’ evening : Thursday 18th January 2024

Term 3 starts Monday 8th January 2024
Term 3 ends Friday 9th February 2024
Half Term Monday 12th February 2024 to Friday 16th February
2024

Term 4 starts Monday 19th February 2024
Term 4 ends Thursday 28th March 2024

Start of Ramadan (Approximately) Sunday 10th March 2024

Eid Al-Fitr (falls within the Easter Holidays) Tuesday 9th April 2024

Easter Break Friday 28th March 2024 to Friday 12th April 2024




o Warmest wishes and seasons.,
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