
 

 

 

 
 
Executive Headteacher blog - GNE 
 
Dear families  
 
Like Mr Raw, I am so impressed with the great work and commitment to learning and 
achievement I’ve had the privilege to read about here in this Parent Bulletin.  
I would like to congratulate Mr Raw and all the team here at Wapping High this term for all 
their hard work and collective effort to make WHS a clearly excellent secondary school for 
our community.  
 
I have written many times about how proud I am of our shared commitment to being truly 
inclusive here at the school and our British Council accredited International School status 
allows us to do even more now to bring together a growing number of different countries and 
cultures.  
This international and ‘broadened horizon’ feel continues to support our continuing mission 
to ensure everyone really does matter here and they know the potential that the whole world 
holds for all of them.  
 
Next term and next year are, as always, great opportunities for us and I hope that every 
student makes the very best effort to rest and recharge ready for the new challenge.  
 
Finally, before I ask you to read on and enjoy, I hope you have an excellent winter holiday as 
a family and community, and I look forward to seeing you all again in 2023. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Gary Nelson 
Executive Headteacher 
 
—--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
A Message from the Head of School 

 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
Welcome to this second edition of our parent bulletin which provides just a sample of some 
of the amazing events, activities and opportunities our wonderful students have had the 
chance to get involved with this term. Collating this Parent Bulletin for you has been a true 
privilege and with so much uncertainty and confusion out there in the world at present, it has 
been a true pleasure to look back and reflect upon the last seven or eight weeks at Wapping 
High School.  
 
There are many highlights here and I am happy to see that a lot of our students are getting 
involved in the various sporting fixtures that Mr. Hutton has worked very hard in organising. 
Well done to all of the students involved here who continue to represent the school. 
Furthermore, you will see an insightful update from Mr. Dean regarding careers and those 
important ‘next steps’ that our pupils will be taking once they leave Wapping High School as 
well as a lovely update from Ms. Nahar on her STEM Club. Finally, you will find a couple of 
new sections to this bulletin with a welcome update from Ms Sorba regarding some of our 
wonderful alumni from 2017 and 2018, a ‘student view’ blog as well as the school’s second 
‘Reading Newsletter’ courtesy of the English Department. I intend to read a couple of books 
over the holiday so I will be looking at Ms Rahman’s recommendations with great interest.  
 
In other news, I am looking forward to hosting the next in my series of Coffee Mornings early 
in the New Year and this invitation will be extended to families of Year 10 students. Please 
keep a close eye on the date of this which will be sent out soon. Linked to my ongoing focus 
on parental engagement, I will also be looking at setting up a PTA early in 2023; more 
details to follow and this group will have a key role in upcoming events that will raise our 
profile in the community as well as further enriching the lives of our amazing pupils.  
 
Finally, as I write this, the school is eagerly preparing for our annual Christmas lunch which 
is taking place on Thursday 15th December. In the next bulletin, there will be some photos of 
this and an update from Ms Overare who has worked very hard to organise this standout 
event. 
 
For now, I would like to extend to you my warmest wishes for the holiday season and I hope 
that you all have a wonderful break.  
 
Happy New Year to all. 
 
Mr. Tom Raw 
Head of School 
 

 

 



 

 

 

Multicultural Enrichment 
 
Our multicultural enrichment group had a fantastic day out at the Tower of London. We 
visited the monument, learning more about the history of London and England. We followed 
the "Gory Story Trail", learning about the mediaeval and tudor periods. We visited various 
towers, including the prison tower covered in old graffiti and we walked around the old walls. 
We saw the crown jewels, the ravens and had lunch looking at the view of Tower Bridge and 
the Thames. Well done to Miguel Cabral (Y8) for taking charge and leading us around the 
tower! 
 

 
 
Ms. Roberts 
 
—---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 

MFL Update 

  
The MFL department is pleased to announce that our Yr7 and Yr8 Barcelona participants 
have made their introduction videos for their peers at our Spanish partner school. We've 
been really proud of their brilliant work with their speaking and editing skills. 
  
We are also very excited about the first round of our Spanish Spelling Bee this week. The 
winners will be revealed in our next parent bulletin so please keep an eye out for that. We 
look forward to holding the next round of the school competition before our champions head 
out to the regional rounds in the Spring! 
  
Good luck to everyone involved! 
  

 
  
Ms. Walker 
  



 

 

 

 
Careers Events 
  
I am pleased to report on the exciting variety of careers events we have had at Wapping 
High School since September.  
  
Throughout the term Year 11 pupils have been meeting with independent careers and 
advice counsellors to discuss the variety of different opportunities available to them when 
they leave Wapping High.  All Year 11 pupils should be completing application forms for at 
least 3 destinations.  If any support is needed they should speak to their coach tutor or Mr 
Dean. 
  
In October a group of Yr 11s attended an event at the University of East London to learn 
about opportunities in engineering and construction.  They had meetings with current 
engineers and spoke with a variety of training providers and employers. 
  
In November a group of Yr 10 pupils attended an event organised by Tower Hamlets council 
all about how to apply to Oxford, Cambridge and other Russell Group universities.  This was 
followed in December by a different group who visited the University of East London for an 
event which included a campus tour, taster session in studying Law and guidance on the 
university application process. 
  
We were also fortunate to have a group of lawyers meet with all Yr 8 and 9 pupils in 
December to talk about their career paths and the range of pathways into the law profession. 
  
We continue to plan exciting careers based education for all pupils.  If any parents have links 
with employers who would be willing to come in and speak to pupils (or have pupils visit their 
place of employment) or have any questions about our careers provision then please contact 
Mr Dean via email at tomdean@wappinghigh.org. 
 

 
 
Mr. Dean 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Safer Streets 
 
On the 18th November, we had The Riot Act (commissioned by LBTH Road Safety Team) 
deliver a session to our Year 7’s and 8’s focusing on key road safety messages such as: 
 

 
• Raising awareness of the danger of roadside distractions e.g. music, phones and 

friends. 
• Help students identify and cope with peer influence and peer pressure. 
• Personal responsibility and behaviour. 

 

 
 
Mr. Ali 
 

 
  



 

 

 

 
Aspire Day 2 
 
December has seen our second dose of ASPIRE events taking place which also includes a 
series of interactive and specialist workshops ranging from topics which relate to mental and 
physical health education and body confidence and safety. As well as exploring the 
important issues of future careers and relationships for year 11.  
 

 
Spotlight into a few sessions: Year 7 took part in an interactive workshop run by the 
Natural Cycle development programme preparing young people for the changes in their 
bodies with a focus on mental health. It was a fun and interactive way even featuring a game 

of family fortunes!  
 
Year 11 had a big focus on tackling sexual violence and abuse. This workshop brought 
together all the ideas to educate students on how to be an active upstander. Activities 
included empathy exercises, recognising how rape culture affects different people in society 
and giving the students the language to tackle rape culture and be an active upstander in 
everyday life. Using testimonies from their website (the website which triggered OFSTED to 
explore abuse in schools), the students learnt about situations involving consent and safe 
intervention in situations of sexual violence. 
 
Culture and Identity Day 
On 14th December we hosted our annual Wapping High School Culture and Identity Day. 
Culture refers to the characteristics and knowledge of a particular group of people: this 
encompasses, language, religion, cuisine, social habits, music and arts. We all share British 
culture and also the culture of Wapping High School and so we wanted to celebrate this. We 
live in such a melting pot and London itself is home to 270 different nationalities. To celebrate 
this diversity students came in in their cultural dress which highlighted all the different cultures 
that exist in our school community.  
 
Special recognition should go to the Inclusivity, Wellbeing and Community Champion - 
Jasmine Collins 
Inclusivity and Community Ambassadors - Ella Moye, Ashley Pepa  Oliver Van Schie, Alex 
Walsh, Lacey Walsh. They were the pioneers for the day and worked hard to promote and 
develop the resources for students to learn and celebrate culture.  
 
Mrs Sanders 
 
  



 

 

 

Stem Club 
 
STEM Club has been investigating energy efficiency and the use of LED light bulbs. Our 
calculations found LEDs to be significantly more efficient than standard light bulbs because 
less energy is wasted through heat. As a result, we made model buildings and built our own 
LED circuits to light them. Well done to the STEM club for your hard work and creativity this 
term! 
 

 
 

Ms S Nahar 
 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 
Cross country  
 
On 13th October, Wapping High School competed in the Tower Hamlets cross country event 
at Victoria Park. We had some fantastic standout performances, including Fatima who won 
the Year 7 girls event in an astonishing time of 8 minutes! Furthermore we had Ethan Genn 
who finished 3rd place, another fantastic achievement. 
 
As a result, Fatima, Ethan and Taryn Casey who finished 5th, were all selected to represent 
Tower Hamlets at the London Youth Games. We wish them the best of luck and well done 
everybody! 
 

 
 

Sports Hall Athletics  
 
On Monday 5th December, the Year 7 and 8 girls represented the school in the Sports Hall 
Athletics championships. While finishing an outstanding 3rd out of 7 teams that day, we had 
some excellent individual performances from both Ava and Fatima who won their races. Well 
done to all the girls involved on a very successful day.  
 
A few days later on the 8th December it was the boys who took part in the Sports Hall 
Championships. The boys finished a hard fought 5th out of 7 teams, and included some 
impressive performances, most notably Ethan Genn who took part in some outstanding 
running races and Tawhid who won the long jump. Well done to all involved. 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
Indoor Cricket Competition  

 
On Monday 21st November, the Year 9/10 Wapping cricket team competed at UEL for their 
first competition of the year. After some closely fought games that day, they came away with 
a well deserved victory against LEA. The team was captained by Mashriky who did a 
fantastic job in leading the boys. Our star performer was Suhan who displayed some very 
impressive batting skills. Well done to all those who were involved that day.  

 
 

Mr. Hutton 

 
  



 

 

 

Bouldering Enrichment  
 
We have been so proud of how well our Bouldering students have done over this past term. 
They have developed into confident young climbers and shown great resilience when things 
got tough. They have worked hard to solve complex route problems and taken direction from 
their instructors really well. It’s also been fantastic to see students supporting each other with 
words of encouragement and coaching each other alongside their trainers Freddie, Martin 
and Josh. 
 
Fatima in Year 7 said: ‘Bouldering was the best experience and has been unforgettable. 
Through my time bouldering, I learned to never give up and trust myself!’‘ 
 

 
 

Ms Ingram  
—------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
The Student View 

 
This term I have really enjoyed school. A highlight has been P.E: through our cross country 
competition I made it into the London Youth Games for athletics. As well as this, I recently 
went to an indoor athletics competition and had an amazing time and was able to compete in 
the sport that I love. As well as this, Mandarin has been going well as I have been learning 
new words I can now use in my everyday life. Miss Wong teaches us really well and last 
year I got 100% in our end of year test!  
 
Ethan (Year 8) 
 
  



 

 

 

 
Alumni News 
 
It is always a pleasure to have our ex-students return to visit us, to hear their news and to 
follow their journeys into adulthood. With this in mind, we thought it would be interesting to 
include a section in our bulletins to feature different alumni so current parents and students 
can hear about recent leavers and hopefully be inspired by their different paths and their 
news.   

This summer many of our very first set of Wapping High students graduated from university. 
One of those graduates is Imane Aliane who has returned to Wapping High to pursue a 
career in teaching, having graduated from UCL, one of the top universities in the country. 
We are delighted to have her as a new member of the maths department and she has 
already won over the students, especially our GCSE students who we hope will follow in her 
footsteps.  

This week we were also visited by two more of the leavers of 2017 who were in the same 
class as Imane. Lucy is now studying an MSc at Bristol University and Leila is studying 
marine biology at Plymouth University and continues to follow her passion for sailing, 
competing for the university and nationally. Both alumni have promised to come back in the 
summer and share their experiences in an assembly for our students.  

The final alumni I thought we should feature this month is Arefin who is currently studying in 
his third year of medicine at Cambridge University. Medicine has been a popular profession 
pursued by some of our ex-students and we will be inviting some of them back to talk to 
students at a future ASPIRE day. Watch this space for more alumni news …we are so proud 
of them all.  

 

 

 Ms. Sorba  



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


