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Parent Bulletin - July 22.  
 

July 2022 
 
 
Dear Parents and families 

I hope you are well and looking forward to the next few weeks and making the most of the 

extra family time. 

This has been a challenging academic year for all schools given our return from the very 

worst of the Covid pandemic this year and the difficulties we’ve all faced getting back to 

normal but I couldn’t be more proud of how the team have worked so hard together to make 

this happen. Students and staff across the school should all be very proud of all they’ve 

achieved together this year and I will continue to remind them of that in the future. 

My new role and the new Head of School role. 

Sadly and frustratingly due to ill health, I am no longer able to carry on in my current full time 

role as Headteacher so, as I’ve shared with you all previously, from September 22 I become 

Executive Headteacher and, following a rigorous recruitment process, Mr Raw takes on the 

role of Head of School. In a previous Headship as an Executive Principal in Manchester, I 

worked with 2 exceptional Heads of School who, working for me, were both highly proficient 

and successful school managers and I’m certain that Mr Raw will be the same. 

As I’ve said in a previous Parent Bulletin, I am highly confident that there will be little or no 

difference in the overall experience of WHS for students from the changes I’ve made but my 

new role will help the school become more strategically agile for the benefit of everyone. 

Other Staff changes. 

Staff leaving. 

Although we have a comparably static staff we do have a few colleagues leaving the school 

this year. 

Leaving us are Mr Adegbenle, Head of Art, Ms Robinson, Head of Technology and Ms 

Stonebanks, Data Manager and Exams. Between them, they have amassed over 20 years 

of high quality service here at WHS and my thanks go to all three of them for their 

exceptional performance. 

Ms Aguocha, DT teacher leaves us and again I thank her for her 

amazing commitment this year. 
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And Staff joining us. 

A hearty Wapping High welcome goes to Mr Lewis, Head of Design and Technology and Mr 

Calderbank, Head of Art who are both highly experienced departmental leaders and are 

really keen to join us and make their mark here at WHS in September.  

Also joining us is Ms Wright, Food Technology teacher, Ms Rahman, English teacher and Mr 

Cross, Music teacher. Ms Wright joins us to replace Ms Robinson’s Food Technology 

teaching commitment, Ms Rahman joins us as part of the school’s continuing growth and Mr 

Cross is very excited about the opportunity to lead the relaunch of GCSE music here at the 

school. All our new colleagues are highly talented and passionate about their subjects and 

are very welcome additions to our WHS staff team. 

I’d also like to welcome Mr Owen, Technology and Art Technician into this important role. Mr 

Owen is extremely experienced and has an extensive background in technician support and 

teaching himself, so I am very pleased he is joining us. 

  

Internal Staff role changes. 

As there is every year, there are a few role changes for staff that we have been putting into 

place ready for September. We are still putting the finishing touches to some of those but I 

would like to offer my congratulations to Mr Rahman who takes on the hugely important role 

of Head of maths from September 22. Mr Palmer will continue to work with Mr Rahman but 

Mr Rahman is very keen to put his own professional stamp on what continues to be an 

outstanding department here at Wapping High. 

Our International school identity. 

One of the ongoing priorities of the school is to continue our mission to broaden the horizons 

of students and staff. I’m absolutely delighted that we are finally closing in been recognised 

as a British Council accredited International School and also with our recent successful bid 

to the Turing Scheme from which we managed to secure significant extra funding to support 

our continuing international work.  

Also, I couldn’t have been happier that at last, after the experiences of Covid, our two trips to 

New York and Rome this year were huge successes. The Turing scheme funding will allow 

us to look for new opportunities to fund trips for young people in the future so look out for 

details of how your child can access those. 

I absolutely must say a huge thank you to Ms Ingram at this point. Ms Ingram was promoted 

to Assistant Headteacher at the beginning of this academic year and since then has been 

absolutely outstanding in this new role focused on international partnerships and coaching. 

In general, I intend language learning to even be more prominent in the future here at WHS, 

particularly as our move towards having our taught languages as Spanish and Mandarin is 

proving to be such a great success. Thank you to everyone involved here. 
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Year 11 and the prom. 

I couldn’t even consider putting together the last Parent Bulletin for the year without giving a 

mention to this year’s Year 11. Given that this has been an incredibly challenging year for 

this year group as they were the first to return to formal exams after the last two years of 

teacher assessments,  they have performed so well and have constantly done their best to 

take each and every challenge in their stride. I have to say that I have never been prouder of 

a group of young people than this particular year group and I’m hoping that they are now 

relaxing and recharging ready for what will hopefully be amazing next chapters in their 

onward journeys. 

Sadly, I was unable to attend their Year 11 Prom but I’ve heard unanimously that it was a 

lovely event and celebration that everybody enjoyed. Congratulations to Head Students and 

other Year 11 students that contributed to the overall organisation of the event and please 

do look for pictures and a report on the Prom later in this Bulletin. 

Marketing update. 

It continues to frustrate me that every year we face a lower than our intake number of Year 

7s joining us in September. You may be aware that our admissions are coordinated by the 

Local Authority and this of course means that the vast majority of our admissions are from 

Tower Hamlets only. I have recently written to all our surrounding Primary School 

Headteachers and have shared with them some copies of our newly designed prospectus.    

I have also written to Primary Heads in other Boroughs i.e. Hackney, Newham and 

Southwark as I’m keen to offer the great opportunity for young people to join us from 

everywhere around us. I’m telling you this as I’m asking you to share the school’s continuing 

successes with your own friends and immediate communities. Why not tell them about our 

International work and that every child has a Coach here at WHS, you might also tell them 

that our exam results continue to know spots off many of our much larger and better 

resourced competitor schools and that many of our students go on to really great things. 

Why not contact me and find out how else you could help here?  

Enrichment update. 

Many schools aren’t committed to providing their students with Enrichment opportunities but 

we are. With the considerable support of Mr Dean, who leads on Curriculum, I have modified 

our Enrichment provision a number of times over the last five years as we continue to seek 

out the best model for us that provides, not only sufficient quality and consistency of quality, 

but also notable breadth and range of available activities. 

Following a combination of research and internal review activity, I can now confirm that we 

will now be introducing a one period formal Enrichment period approach next year but, in 

conjunction with this, considerable additional financial investment to ensure Enrichment is 

everywhere in our curriculum not just in allocated lessons. An example here is in the new 

service level agreement we have with the highly impressive John Orwell Leisure Centre 

which is only a 10 minute or so walk away. From September, all PE lessons will take place 

there over double periods and we have booked out our Friday period five Enrichment period 

so that sports minded individuals can access the best facilities available. If you’d like to know 

more about our continuing commitment to Enrichment, then please contact me at school and 

I would be glad to discuss this with you. Incidentally I’m delighted to share that Mr Wiles 

takes over as Head of Skills and Enrichment in September, so feel free to contact him too. 
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 My amazing Guitar Enrichment…. 

Finally, At the end of the academic year, this is always a longer than normal section from me 

so I’ll close here by saying that I hope you enjoy the rest of this Parent Bulletin and the 

updates on our continuing work here at the school and I wish you all a happy summer and, 

for all our amazing students reading this, I look forward to seeing you all in the next 

academic year. 

 
Best wishes  
 

 
Gary Nelson 
Headteacher  
Wapping High School.   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Year 11 Prom.  
 

                          
 

This year's Prom was, for me, one of the highlights of the year. After two years of COVID, it 
was our first Prom in three years and for a year group that have had to overcome so many 
setbacks at a crucial time in their education, it was great to be able to help them celebrate in 
style.  
 
I can still remember the class of 2022 arriving as tiny Year 7s in awe of ‘big school’ and so to 
see them graduate with such maturity and all looking so stylish was a pleasure. The Student 
Prom Committee are very much to be thanked for their extraordinary fundraising efforts this 
year and for their meticulous planning of every little detail. On the night, almost every student 
in year 11 attended what was a beautiful celebration, on the school site. As you can see 
from the photos, the students transformed themselves and it was great to still see their 
tastes and personalities coming through strongly in their beautiful sartorial choices!  
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We are very proud indeed of our class of 2022 and we very much hope that the WHS Prom 
of July 8th will forever be a special day they will remember. We will miss you. 
 
Ms Sorba, Senior Assistant Head and all the staff. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Welcoming our new Year 7 
 
It was our pleasure on July 1st to welcome our new Year 7 students to Wapping High for 
their Taster Day. It is clear that once again we are going to have a super group of students 
joining us and it was particularly lovely to see that so many younger brothers and sisters of 
our current students will be joining us.  
 
The day started with some ice-breakers where they met their new tutors and the Year 7 
buddies. The Taster Day then involved lessons in a wide range of subjects such as Science, 
Art, Mandarin and PE. By the end of the day, students were totally exhausted but they were 
also full of smiles having made lots of new friends and having begun to get to know their new 
school community. We are looking forward to seeing many of them join us for Summer 
School at the end of July and then on Friday, September 2nd when the Autumn term starts.  
 

 
 
Ms Sorba, Senior Assistant Headteacher.  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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What a great year for our Performing Arts department at Wapping High.  
 
We started the year off with our KS3 students studying Drama; looking at Mime, 
Improvisation, Dramatic story telling and Documentary Drama.  
We then studied Music in our second term; looking at Popular music with our Year 7’s 
exploring their own musical taste and Blues music with our Year 8’s writing some powerful 
and original songs 
 
We ended the year studying Dance where all students had the opportunity to reverse roles in 
the classroom and teach each other; looking at different types of choreography and 
information about key choreographers.  
 
KS4 saw Year 11 finishing their Drama course with a number of students going on to study 
Drama/Theatre Studies and Film industries at College.  
Year 10 successfully completed their Devised Exam, achieving 40% of their overall grade.  
Year 9 finished their year off with an incredibly moving and highly engaging performance of 
‘Scaramouche Jones’. Well done to all!  
 
 
In other news, Wapping High welcomes our newest team member to the Performing Arts 
department; Mr Cross who will be introducing and teaching our new Music BTech course.  
 
September brings many exciting ventures for the department so watch out for more 
performances and achievements.  
 

  
 
Ms D Harvey, Head of Performing Arts.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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International opportunities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Our amazing group in Rome this year.  
 
 
 
 
Our trips to New York and to Rome this year were a huge success with many more to follow 
in the future. It is the school's intention to continue to seek full or at least partial funding for 
these trips to broaden all of our students' horizons, so keep looking out for opportunities 
coming up.  
 
Ms Ingram, Assistant Headteacher and Director of Languages.  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Aspire Day 5.  
 

For the final Aspire day of the year, the students had several opportunities to gain new 
experiences as well as meet the requirements of the national PSHE and RSE curriculum. 
Please check out below all the exciting and immersive things they did!  

 

Year 7:  

 

The Year 7’s took part in the project: ‘A 

Day in Politics’. They had an action pack 

morning learning about the differences 

between a democracy and a dictatorship 

and understanding what politics is and 

why it’s so important.  
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They then created their own political parties, 

set up individual stands and campaigned to get 

pupils and staff to vote for them. The turn out 

for the vote was very high, and a lot of votes 

were cast, however, the winning parting was, 

‘KUMBA’. Well done KUMBA! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 took part in talks from careers mentors to give them an insight into the exciting 
opportunities which exist in the wider world of work.  We were fortunate enough to be joined 
by Guy from Ikonoclast (an advertising company based in Shoreditch) and Rachna from Four 
Communications ( a large PR firm based in Whitechapel) who both spoke to Year 8 pupils 
about their career paths and the exciting opportunities available with local employers.  We 
look forward to working with both companies again next year and hope that Wapping High 
School pupils will be able to visit the offices of Four and Ikonoclast for a first hand experience 
of working in those industries. 

 

Year 9: Year 9 received first aid training from qualified first aiders in a very hands-on 

workshop. They learnt what to do in an emergency, how to put someone in the recovery 

position, how to administer CPR and how to use a defibrillator.  

 

The main objectives and goals of first aid 

training 

● Preserve life. 

● Prevent the escalation of illness or injury. 

● Promote recovery. 

● Provide pain relief. 

● Protect the unconscious. 

 

It was impressive to see students reenacting these scenarios and understanding what needs 

to happen in an emergency situation. 
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Year 10:  

 

        

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

We were delighted to offer year 10 the 
opportunity to visit Sir George Monoux 
College (SGMC) for the day on Monday 
4th July https://www.sgmc.ac.uk/ as part 
of their PSHE ASPIRE programme. The 
Experience Day outlined and 
demonstrated the range of courses available across their different fields of interest. Year 10 
took part in a full day of interactive workshops including subject tasters, student life talks and 
a College campus tour.  

As you are aware at Wapping High we have a streamlined careers programme which aligns 
with the Gatsby Benchmarks and by taking part in the day year 10 have enhanced their 
knowledge and experience of life beyond Wapping High School.  

https://www.sgmc.ac.uk/
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Ms Sanders, Assistant Headteacher and Director of Humanities.  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Year 9 Geography Trip to London Zoo.  
 

 
 
Year 9 had a fantastic time on their trip to the zoo. For some students, it was their first ever 
trip to a zoo and they absolutely adored seeing the different animals, yes camels are much 
bigger in real life, goats are very funny and the tiger was having a nap! Year 9 geographers 
also saw the penguins, and considered how sustainable the zoo is, with water refill points 
and recycling everywhere.  
 

Ms R Harvey, Head of Geography.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------- 

WHS Sports updates. 
 
Cricket update. 
 
The Wapping High School Boys Cricket Team took part in the Tower Hamlets Cricket 
Tournament in Victoria Park on Thursday 30th June.  The team performed brilliantly in their 
first experience of cricket with a leather ball.  In their first game, they were narrowly beaten 
by a strong St Paul's Way team who have played many matches this season including 
against teams such as Harrow.  A strong batting performance from Nabil gave the team a 
reasonable total to defend.  The boys showed great skill in bowling and fielding, a highlight 
was a run out from Shadman that required great speed and accuracy.  In their second game 
the boys faced Stepney Green who had a particularly talented opening batsmen.  More good 
batting from Nabil, Mridul and Mohasin set another good total but it wasn't quite enough to 
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defend.  There were further highlights in the bowling with wickets from Mashriki and Mottabir 
alongside a great catch from Shahed.  I'd like to thank Shafi and Shadman for their excellent 
captaincy and the whole team for their sportsmanship and efforts training throughout the 
year.  
 

 
 
 Mr Dean, Assistant Headteacher. Director of Science. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Festival of Sport  
 

On a sunny Thursday 14th of July, the Year 7-9 students participated in the Festival of Sport 

at John Orwell Leisure centre. Tyburn and Fleet went head to head competing in Football, 

Badminton and Benchball. Students displayed some fantastic courage, determination and 

willingness to achieve points for their House.  

 

It was Tyburn who was victorious! A huge well done to all those who participated!  
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Football fixture at George Greens  

 

The Year 7 and 8 football team put in a fantastic display at George Green's School in their 

final Football fixture of the school season. They have been to numerous tournaments and 

have played many games over the calendar year, where they have grown massively as a 

team.  

 

Well done to all those who have represented Wapping High School!  

 

Mr Hutton, PE teacher and Extra Curricular Sports Lead.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------ 

 

 

As I always say, it’s been a pleasure putting this Parent Bulletin together and I hope you all 

enjoy it too. 

 
Have a great Summer everyone!! 
 
Best wishes  
Gary Nelson  
Headteacher, Wapping High School. 


