
 

 

 

 

Parent Bulletin - May 22.  
 
          27th May 2022 
 
Dear families  
 
I'm delighted to be able to publish our next Parent Bulletin to you before we break up for the 
end of Module 5 in what has been both a challenging but also a highly productive year.  
   
Year 11 exams.  
 
I have never been prouder of a group of students than I have been of our current Year 11 
this year. Their general attitude to learning and commitment to their studies and revision and 
how they successfully faced the challenge of Covid alongside us has been remarkable and 
I'm certain that other staff will agree that they really are going to be difficult to say goodbye 
to at the end of the academic year. 
If you are the parent of a Year 11 student, you should be very proud of all the work and 
general effort they have put into their exam preparations for their GCSEs and BTECs and we 
all look forward to what we are confident will be a positive experience when students pick up 
their exam results from school in the summer. 
 
Covid update.  
 
I would be delighted to share with you that we have made it through the challenge of Covid 
but sadly I'm not able to do that as yet. At the time of preparing this Parent Bulletin, we have 
four members of staff currently isolating due to Covid in line with government regulations 
which continues to put stress on school systems. We have also had a number of students 
test positive and again they have self isolated to protect others around them here at school. 
Although it is no longer a regulation either here and at other schools in the country, many 
students and staff continue to wear masks and observe a general respect for social 
distancing and we will continue to encourage that. We will, of course, write to you if there are 
any changes or specific guidance from central government which will affect how school 
operates but I don't anticipate this to be the case. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
New York trip and Rome-trip.  
  
At the time of my writing this letter to you, I continue to hear more and more exciting and 
impressive feedback from the Yr 10 New York trip. I'm reliably informed that students and 
staff thoroughly enjoyed the experience and have brought back a lot of shared learning with 
them which I'm sure will be of use to us in the future. 
You will know that I remain fully committed to broadening young people's horizons and I'm 
very thankful of the support that the British Council continue to provide for us whilst we strive 
to achieve our mission here. 
With regards Rome, Miss Ingram, Miss Sorba and Mr Hutton took 22 students to Rome this 
week for again, a fully funded trip by the British Council. The itinerary looks absolutely 
amazing and I’m looking forward to making some new school-based friends for WHS during 
their visit. 
 
 
New Leadership roles for September. 
 
As I’ve shared with you previously, my role at school changes in September with my title 
changing from Headteacher to Executive Headteacher. On a day-to-day basis this will mean 
that I will split my time between my current role and working for the school's Trust i.e. 
Wapping and Shadwell Secondary Educational Trust.  Also as I’ve shared with you 
previously, the day-to-day management of the school will be provided by Mr Raw who takes 
up his post as Head of School. What I can also share with you now is that Mr Raw will be 
supported by two Deputy Headteachers who we have recruited internally and these are Mr 
Palmer and Ms Sorba who I’m sure will do a great job in their new roles. Congratulations to 
them both and Mr Raw and I look forward to working with them in what I’m confident will be 
an exciting future for our growing school. 
 
I’m hoping you enjoy reading the rest of this Parent Bulletin at least as much as I have 
pulling the great news stories and updates together.  
 
Have a great half term and I look forward to seeing refreshed young people returning after a 
restful and enjoyable half term. 
 
Best wishes  
 
 

 
Gary Nelson 
Headteacher  
Wapping High School.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

An update from Mr Raw. 
 

Dear parents/carers, 

 

I am writing to inform you of a change to the end of academic year arrangements in light of 

the bank holiday owed through the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  

 

As you will be aware from the school calendar, the year was originally due to finish for 

students on Thursday, July 21st. However, as the Jubilee bank holiday is taking place during 

the forthcoming half term break, schools have been told that they can give this day back to 

staff and students at a later date. Therefore, your child will now finish school at midday on 

Wednesday 20th July. Staff will be in school the next day for their scheduled INSET and 

will be observing the bank holiday themselves on Friday, July 22nd.  

 

Mr. Ali and Ms. Overare will be writing to you in due course regarding the finer details for the 

end of term on Wednesday, July 20th. In the meantime, I would like to wish you all well and I 

hope that you have a fantastic half term break.  

 

Kind regards, 

 

Mr. Tom Raw 

Deputy Headteacher 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Science Enrichment update. 
 
Students in Science Enrichment on Thursday afternoons have been making some excellent progress 
with the ferris wheel models. Students really enjoyed the activity and were keen to show off their 
work. 

                                                                       
 
 
Ms Macmillan, Science teacher.  

 
 
 
 
International School update.  



 

 

 

 

 
We are so very proud of our British Council International School status… Here are a few related 
updates for families with our work here.  
 
New York Trip May 22. 
 

                        
  

 
Fully funded by the British Council, WHS students had the chance to visit New York City and 
experience what life is like in a high school there. One of our Year 10 students commented 
that they found the trip life changing as it gave them a chance to be independent and said ‘It 
let me experience things that are very foreign to my mind’.  
 
“During our time in New York we had visited two schools, Great Oaks Charter and 
Urban Assembly Media school. We were placed into classrooms with students from 
there so that we were able to have an immersive experience with the students. At The 
Urban Assembly we were split into groups with students from that school where we 
were able to discuss how they do particular subjects at their school and we had the 
ability to ask questions. At Great Oaks Charter we actually were in the lessons and we 
had a real life experience on what American education is like, also having the ability  
 
to compare the school curriculum with our own meaning that we were all able to build 
up our confidence in our speaking and listening skills”. 
 
We hope to learn a lot from our time in New York and have the chance to collaborate with 
students and educators there as well as host a return visit for some students next May. 



 

 

 

 

Thank you to year 10 for being excellent ambassadors. The trip really fulfilled our ASPIRE 
values and quantifying how amazing it was is hard but in the words of our year 10 it was a ‘A 
once in a lifetime experience, teaching young students about universal values and 
independence through international partnerships’. 
 
Ms Sanders, Assistant Headteacher and Mr Wiles, Assistant Director of Science and Head 
of Workshop Wednesdays. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Mandarin Chinese update. 
  
Our Year 7 Mandarin students are undertaking the national hurdle test of their Mandarin 
Excellence Program and 5 of 18 students have achieved 100% for their reading and listening 
test on Monday 16th May.  
 
At the beginning of May, Wapping High School and Shanghai Minhang Middle School in 
China has established a partnership. Our Mandarin students are going to have penpal 
friends with the Chinese students based on their personal interests such as martial arts, 
sports, chess/Chinese chess, rubik’s cube, Maths and reading. Our Mandarin students will 
be encouraged to use the Chinese language they have learned at school as well as English 
to have meaningful communication with the Chinese students and exchange their 
experiences and views for their common interests. There will also be online classes for the 
students to exchange their experiences and benefits in learning foreign languages. 
 

Ms Wong, Mandarin Chinese Teacher. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Spanish Club update.  
 
The MFL department is pleased to inform you that our Y7 and Y8 Spanish group have sent 
their first letter to their penpal in Spain and they have received their first answer. This was a 
very beautiful moment to see.  
 

                 
 
Ms Walker, Head of Spanish.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

WHS students visit the Stepney Farm.  
 

The Social skills intervention group finally managed to get out to Stepney Green Farm after 
having to wait because of the Pandemic. The students were engaging with our local 
community and enjoyed learning about the animals and how to care for them. There was a 
sensory flower bed which the children loved and everyone agreed it would be a great idea to 
try and make one here at WHS. 
The children really enjoyed spending time at the park using the gym equipment and playing 
in the park. 
As it was so successful with the students, we are going to make this a regular feature in our 
social skills lessons. 
 

     
 
Ms Manley, HLTA and ASDAN Teacher. 
 
GCSE Geography fieldwork day from Ms Harvey, Head of Geography. 
 

Year 10 took their geography learning outside this week with our first GCSE fieldwork day 
investigating quality of life around Stratford. Students investigated how the regeneration they 
have studied has affected the feel of the place and also the different aspects of life for 
people who live and work there. Our young geographers were able to put into practice a 
range of different fieldwork techniques, including completing environmental quality surveys 
and field sketches.  
This day is one of two valuable fieldwork days that are part of the GCSE geography course, 
we have really missed the opportunity to investigate geographical issues in real life over the 
past few years and our year 10s brought us back to fieldwork spectacularly. The students 
were an absolute credit to themselves and the school. We're so proud of how well they 
approached everything on the day, and they walked miles without a single complaint! 
Excellent effort. 
 

     
 

What an end to Term 5 in Performing Arts… 



 

 

 

 

 
Year 7’s have finished their Music course, looking at Popular Music and what music means 
to them. They have explored chart songs from the 80’s to today and researched their 
favourite band/artist.  
Here’s some of their favourite songs. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
Year 8 have also finished their Music course, exploring the Blues and how the music of the 
slaves came about. They have worked hard in creating their own Blues song. Massive week 
done to Tahaminah Tannoor in 8.3 for winning the song writing completion! Read her 
beautiful lyrics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Year 9 are continuing to work collaboratively on their final performance of the year, 
‘Scaramouche Jones’, which will be performed Thursday 14th July at 4pm. We look forward 
to seeing all those invited for the occasion.  
 

 
 
 

Year 10 have completed their Component 1 for their GCSE exam and been to see their first 
live theatre performance of ‘The Ocean at the end of the Lane’. They are working towards 
their Component 2 Performance from Text exam.  
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
And our Year 11’s have sat their final exam and are off on study leave! It has been an 
absolute pleasure to watch our students grow into confident and creative young adults. I look 
forward to what the future holds for them. Good luck my Drama Stars!  
 
Ms Harvey, Head of Performing Arts.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

And finally for some Sport updates from Mr Hutton, Teacher of PE.  
 
 
 

 

Athletics competition  

 

On Thursday 5th May, the Year 7 and 8 girls team represented Wapping High School at the 

Tower Hamlets Secondary schools Athletic Championships. They put in some fantastic 

performances, most notably Alexis Williams who placed 4th in the 800 metres, and Vasti 

who placed 3rd in the Javelin. Well done to all those who competed.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wapping High School boys football team  

 

A huge well done to the Wapping High school boys football team, who have been busy this 

term who have trained after school and have had competitive fixtures against George 

Greens School and The UCL Academy School.  

 

The following boys have shown fantastic determination when competing for the school.  

 

Tawhid, Munshi, Donnacha, Ethan Wallace, Ahnaf, Damien, Harrison, Moses, Daniel, Joao, 

Sidney, Aadil, Himel, Amir, Yazan   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Athletics competition  

 

On Friday 13th May,  Year 7 and 8 boys represented Wapping High School at the Tower 

Hamlets Secondary schools Athletic Championships. We had a very successful competition, 



 

 

 

 

achieving 4 bronze medals won by Donnacha in the high jump, Moses in the long jump, 

Ethan Genn in the 800 metres and Tawhid in the shot put.  

 

A special mention to Ethan Genn who competed in the 800 metres. His performance was 

fantastic, as he came from 11th place at the final 100 metres to 3rd place, a true mindset of 

never to give up!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

As always, it’s been a pleasure putting this Parent Bulletin together and I hope you all enjoy 
it too. 
Have a great May half term break  
 
Best wishes  
Gary Nelson  
Headteacher, Wapping High School. 


