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Dear Parent or Carer

| hope you are well and making the most of the improved weather we’ve been having
recently. Although Covid hasn'’t left us completely and there are some worrying signs that
we’re still not clear of the pandemic, a commitment to learning to live with Covid, I'm sure,
gives us all a greater confidence than we’ve had in a long time that the darker days are
behind us at last.

Firstly, I'd like to give you an update on the school’s recruitment of a Head of School who will
work under me in my new role as Executive Head from September 2022. We had some very
strong applications from very experienced educational leaders in a number of high
performing secondary schools across London and | set out a very challenging day for all the
candidates to ensure we recruited the very best individual for the role.

I’'m absolutely delighted to say that our very own Mr Raw was successful in his application
and in how he performed on the challenging recruitment day and will be Wapping High's
Head of School in September.

Great job Tom and | wish you the best of luck in your new role and | look forward with great
optimism and excitement to what we will achieve together in the best interests of everybody
here at the school and in our community.

Mr Raw will be writing his own comments from now on in this section of Parent Bulletins so |
hope you read his update below with great interest.

Finally, I'm writing this update whilst visiting one of our International partner schools. I'm
currently in sunny Brazil where I'll be until the middle of the Easter holidays building stronger
relationships with our partners out here based around cultural exchange and understanding,
and mutually supportive development work, particularly in language learning and access.
IEDA, our Brazilian partner School in Contagem, is blessed with an amazing team of leaders
and staff and fantastic students. I'm thoroughly enjoying working with them but I'm also really
missing being at school with our own students and staff and the bond we all share.



You will know that I will always remain committed to one of our fundamental priorities to
broaden students horizons at our school and there are amazing things to achieve with
international partners schools like IEDA all over the world, so | hope that you fully support all
the important work that we continue to do in this area as it benefits students in so many
different ways.

Mr Nelson, Headteacher.

Over to you Mr Raw...

Dear parents/carers,

First of all, | would just like to express how honoured and privileged I feel in being offered the
Head of School role at Wapping High from September. | have been at the school for almost
eight years now and have enjoyed being part of a highly committed, successful and driven
team. | look forward with great optimism and enthusiasm to all of the wonderful things we will
achieve together and working with you, the families, in ensuring that our wonderful students
continue to receive the very best education possible.

I am filled with great pride as | look at all of the exciting notices in this edition of the bulletin.
A huge ‘well done’ must go to all of the boys and girls who have recently represented the
school in the plethora of sports fixtures that Mr. Hutton has arranged; it is clear that there is a



budding sporting talent here at Wapping High and | must extend a warm ‘thank you’ to Mr.
Hutton who is tireless when it comes to getting us involved in these amazing fixtures!
Keeping on the theme of healthy competition, you will read about some of our academic
champions - or ‘Mathletes’ as they have come to be known - and how they represented the
school so well in a recent international competition under Ms. Beckford’s leadership.

Looking ahead, you will no doubt know that the first public exams in three years are on the
horizon and our amazing Year 11s, along with their dedicated teachers, are working
incredibly hard in order to get ready for their GCSEs (just look at the beautiful artwork that
has been shared via Ms. Sorba and Mr. Adegbenle). Mr. Palmer and Ms Sorba have
provided some information here as to what is going on behind the scenes and | urge all Year
11 parents to read this carefully as well as taking note regarding the revision sessions that
will be taking place over the Easter break.

Finally, 1 would like to wish all families a safe, happy and relaxing April holiday and | look
forward to sharing the next bulletin with you.

Mr. Tom Raw
Deputy Headteacher

Year 7-10 Girls Futsal Competition

On Thursday 3rd March Wapping High School competed at the Copper Box Arena in the Girls Futsal
championships. Girls in year 7 and 8 competed as one team and did fantastically well. After achieving
a 3rd place finish in the group stage, the team progressed to the Plate competition where they
performed fantastically well. With 10 seconds remaining in the Plate Semi final, Vasti scored a
wonderful goal where the match went to a penalty shootout. The girls managed to win the shootout
and progress to the final, where after a fabulous effort they lost on penalties.

In the year 9 and 10 competition, the girls put in some determined performances, where Dicey made
some goal saving tackles which enabled them to draw against Canary Wharf College, which in itself is
a huge achievement.

Well done to all the girls who competed!




Year 10 Boys football competition

On Wednesday 2nd March, Wapping High School competed at the Tower Hamlets Year 10 boys 11-
a-side football competition. In their first match together they performed exceptionally, beating Stepney
Green 2-0 after a stand out performance from Dimitrios, scoring both goals. After some very close
games, the boys were eventually eliminated in the Plate Semi-Final after a close game with Bishop
Challoner.

Well done for all the efforts the boys put in!




Mr Hutton, P.E teacher

Year 8 Parents’ Evening

We were delighted to invite families back into the school for what was our first full in-person event in
over two years. During the past three years we have developed a rich coaching culture at Wapping
High School and it was amazing to be able to showcase our coaching skills during this important
event.

In addition, we were excited to share many examples of the creative work that our students have
produced during the event. This included Workshop Wednesday presentations, music compositions
and project work from a number of different subjects.

Year 11 - Build-up to the GCSE's

We are so proud of our amazing Year 11 students. The resilience and motivation that they have
shown and continue to show is a true inspiration to all. Last week we collected information from our
students which has helped us to shape the final seven weeks before the first GCSE examination -

they truly are taking control of their learning

Key features of our new Year 11 plan include an amplified coaching offer, a wellbeing group, a
programme of support over the holidays and a 'one-stop' revision document.

Mathletics - 23rd of March

The 23rd of March was World Maths Day! To celebrate this day, a group of 22 WHS students battled
it out with students from across the globe in the annual Mathletics competition. Even before the
competition had formally begun, WHS students had already achieved numerous bronze awards for
the dedication they have shown in the practice rounds.

Well done to our courageous Mathletes!

Mr Palmer and Ms Beckford, Director of Maths and Teacher of Maths




Alumni and Fire Safety

It was a delight to invite back to Wapping High one of our first Head Boys, alumni Brendan Croft who
now works for the London Fire Brigade. As part of his role, Brendan visits schools to give
presentations on Fire Safety and so for Friday's Year 7 ASPIRE event, we invited Brendan back to
talk to our students.

Year 7 proved to be a brilliant audience asking lots of questions and also showing they already have a
lot of useful knowledge about how to keep themselves safe. We asked Brendan to also talk about his
experience of being a Wapping High student and his studies and career after leaving us 4 years ago.
Students were fascinated to hear about all the things that he has done in the short time since leaving
us and there is no doubt he provided our Year 7s with lots of food for thought and inspiration.
Brendan's first step in his career was to join the cadets when he was 13 and he has promised to
return to tell more of our students about that great local opportunity that might well be an enjoyable
activity to get involved in when they recruit their new cadets in September.




Beautiful work

It was my pleasure this week to pop into the mock GCSE Art exam and | was bowled over by
our inspirational Year 11 art students. The creativity, camaraderie and aspirations to
excellence to be seen throughout the art studio under the watchful eye of Mr Adegbenle was
impressive. Even though this year group have had to overcome two years of disruption to
their learning, they continue to rise to every challenge presented to them in their GCSE year.
Here are a few pieces of beautiful work... in progress.
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Year 11 Revision packs




During the Easter holiday we are running a range of GCSE revision sessions for those Year
11 students who would like to revise in school with their teachers and peers. However, this
week every student was given their own revision pack to help them keep organised and
active during the build up to the exams. Students are now using a range of revision
strategies in lessons and at home but we firmly believe that keeping memorisation strategies
and revision approaches varied is essential for effective exam preparation. If you are a Year
11 parent, do try to help your son or daughter regularly with recall activities. This might be
testing them using simple revision cards or your child might be using other digital and
booklet resources. Whatever the method, keeping students positive and revising in short but
frequent bursts is key. We wish them all a restful but productive holiday.
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Ms Sorba
Senior Assistant Headteacher

Science Museum Trip




Students went to the Science Museum to deepen their understanding of space exploration.
They looked at past missions to the moon, the ISS and more.
Students also studied rockets, satellites and how astronauts survive in space.




Mr Willes
Assistant Director of Science



