WHS Parent Bulletin
Thursday 22nd of October 2020
Important dates for your diary:
Friday 23rd of October - Inset Day
Monday 26th of October - 30th of October - Half Term
Monday 2nd of November - Students Return Back to School
Friday 18th of December - End of Term
Monday 4th of January - Inset Day
Tuesday 5th of January - Students Return Back to School

See our term dates for this academic year:
2020/2021 term dates

Headteacher's Message
Dear families,
This edition of the Parent Bulletin is an absolutely wonderful read.
Thank you for the positive feedback from some parents over the last few weeks who share my joy in reading about all the fantastic things that are happening
here at school and how students and staff are clearly working hard together to achieve all they can, regardless of the challenges they face.
On Tuesday this week, the school was randomly selected to have a visit by Ofsted. This was not an inspection but an opportunity for inspectors to check on
how safe the school was for its students and staff during the current covid pandemic and also to check how effectively we have kept learning happening since
February, both in lockdown and from Septembers' return to school. The inspectors spent the full day with us and met with a number of Leaders and Senior
staff and, although we now wait for a formal letter, I can share with you that inspectors were really impressed with what they saw on the day. Well done to all
the staff and students who continue to follow all the safety measures in place and to make the school feel as normal as it possibly can be.
As parents, you will be watching closely the regular updates from central government and we are all getting used to the new language of covid including
"circuit-breakers" and "fire breaks". I can share with you that no matter what we are instructed to do by central government and DFE, we have planning in
place to respond accordingly. My own feeling here is that safety as always remains our highest priority but equally I know and can see the positive impact
being back in school has had on our students. I will of course contact you again directly and immediately if current policy changes.
On behalf of the students and staff here at the school, I am very pleased that we have a half-term break next week as I am keen that we all take the time to
recharge ready for the next module. Please note however the school and myself will be easy to contact during the half-term week if there is anything we can
help you with regarding your child's safety and learning.
Best wishes and take care,
Gary Nelson
Headteacher
Email: headteacher@wappinghigh.org

News

BBC filmmakers come to Wapping High School

This term we have had to face the challenge of how to give Year 6 students and their families a taste of
life at Wapping High, without being able to offer the usual tours of the building led by our amazing
students. One solution has been to produce a new virtual tour featuring students and staff. We are
delighted to share with you that this can now be seen on the home page of our website and we hope you
will take a few minutes to watch it. We hope you will feel it reflects your child’s experience of their school
and we are particularly proud of the warmth and sense of community that is so genuinely conveyed. All
the filming was done on one socially distanced day and we are grateful to everyone who took part and
only sad that we could not include all the many students who volunteered.

We’d like to say a special thanks to Adam Shaw and James Saville who offered their services for free as
friends of the school. They made filming great fun for the students and staff and gave us all a bit of an
insight into professional film making. For their day jobs they can normally be seen behind and in front of
the camera on programmes such as; BBC’s Newsnight, Panorama and ITV’s Tonight programmes, so we
are really grateful to them for using their expertise to bring our community to life on screen.

Senior Leadership Team

Black History Month: A Year 7 Books Recommendation

This week, Year 7 students have been looking at new books by BAME authors as part of a celebration of
Black History Month. 7.3's recommendation for their peers is a book called "Little Badman". It is written by
the YouTuber, Humza Arshad. This recommendation comes from Yaqub who said it is a book that is
"really funny because it is about a boy who has an aunt who is also his form teacher and she continually
embarrasses him with his baby stories!"

Ms Sorba

Black History Month- Senior Student Leadership Team
The SSL team researched and have made some informative resources celebrating Black History Month. All students have
been able to look at the slides during tutor time and discuss Black History Month and diversity! What can you do to make
sure you are celebrating diversity?!

Senior Student Leadership Team

REAL Learning
Year 7 students have worked fantastically hard this term studying the world around us in REAL. We started looking at the
continents and have zoomed in closer and closer to East London, they have learned about the population of London, migration
and gentrification! Amazing work from all but an especially big 'well done!' to Mashriky and Tanbir who produced this excellent
work as part of our virtual fieldwork about how Brick Lane has changed over time. Next term we will be moving on to studying
History.

Miss Harvey

Wapping High School Sports Feedback from Tower Hamlets
We are delighted to discover that as a school, with the current Covid-19 circumstance, we are offering the widest range of sports
and activities available to students. By following the guidance directly given from each National Sporting Governing Body and
systematic sanitization protocol, we are going above and beyond to ensure that students are safely taking part in as much
physical activity as safely possible.

Mr Webb

Peer-Coaching
Peer-coaching with our KS3 students has gotten off to a fantastic start with Year 7 in particular really
demonstrating excellent skills in getting to know their partners. Our learners have spent time this term
learning about different coaching techniques and will start their peer-coaching journey after the halfterm. I look forward to sharing more about this later in the year!

Ms Ingram

Reach Out Mentoring

Reach Out mentoring will be starting just after half-term on the following dates:

Boys: 3rd October 6pm

Girls: 5th October 6pm

These sessions have been amended to take place digitally via Zoom due to the current pandemic.

The programme is a fantastic opportunity for students to get involved with an extra-curricular mentoring activity which

instills the values of fairness, good-judgment, staying power and self-control. Students receive academic support for all

levels in English and Maths as well as engaging in team-building activities and fun games.

There are still a few spaces available, so please contact Ms Ingram for an application form if you're interested!

Ms Ingram

tiffanyingram@wappinghigh.org

Chemical Reactivity
Year 7 have been learning about the chemical reactivity of different alkali metals. Here are some
excellently timed photographs taken by Oliver:

Ms Nahar

Metacognition
This term as a school we have been looking at metacognition and self-directed learning. On Tuesdays, in tutor time,
students do activities to develop their own metacognition.
So, what is metacognition? Put simply, it is “thinking about one’s thinking” or "thinking about how we learn".
We wish to help students develop a greater understanding of how they learn. By developing a range of strategies to draw
from, our students will become more and more effective at facing new challenges. Recent research has highlighted that
students who have metacognitive skills and understanding can be much more successful with their studies. So, do
please ask your sons or daughters to tell you about metacognition and as always encourage them to think about how
they can apply past learning when trying to complete new homework.
During the lockdown period, students were forced to be much more independent when studying and we
are keen for our students to continue to use some of these strategies to continue to be more
autonomous.

Ms Sorba

Mandarin
Our Mandarin learners have shown great interest and effort in learning Mandarin and about Chinese
culture. They have done research and presentations for the Mid-Autumn Festival in China and the cities
they are particularly interested in China. They have learned greetings in Mandarin and are able to
talk about their names, ages and birthdays in Chinese. They have also learned how to sing the Happy
Birthday song in Chinese! I hope they will surprise their families on their birthdays by singing Happy
Birthday 祝你生日快乐(zhù nǐ sheng rì kuài lè) in Mandarin!

Ms Wong

GCSE French
Congratulations to Alioune, Anu, Ilyas, Rayn and Sara for a fantastic start to their GCSE French studies.
Keep up the hard work and excellent effort! They are flying through the course!

Mrs Piechoczek

MFL Stars of the Week

Year 7: Santiago - for excellent classwork.
Year 8: Moon - for constant participation.
Year 9: Sara - for continually getting onto the stretch and challenge task and for a great start to GCSE
French.
Year 10: Kieran - consistent excellent classwork.
Year 11: Lucia - for pushing herself out of her comfort zone and taking control of her learning.

MFL Department

Well Wishes...

Year 11 Super Stars

A huge well done to our wonderful Year 11 superstars who have worked exceptionally hard throughout the
first half term in preparation for their mock examinations which start after the half-term holidays.

We are very proud of the way they have lived their Year 11 hashtag #takecontrolofyourlearning and wish
them all the very best for their mock exams!

Mr Palmer and all the staff

Good Luck...

The Language department, and all of Wapping High, wishes the best of luck to Nishi, Feardus and
Tasmida for the Spelling Bee Regional competition on the 2nd of November 2020.

GCSE Drama

Students are working extremely hard towards their practical exams in December. I would like to
congratulate them on their resilience and initiative during this time in recreating a huge percentage of their
exam component and remaining creative and positive.

You’ve got this Year 11!

Miss Harvey

Notices

Excellent Attendance

We acknowledge that this has been a difficult time for all of us but we truly appreciate the students who
have maintained an excellent attendance percentage. Well done to these students. Parents and carers
thank you for supporting your child and encouraging them to come into school every day.

Inayah
Rebecca
Michael
Madison
Feardus
Soumik
Odhora
Adrian
Alicia
Miles
Nahid
Arika

Aqeelah
Aribah
Ariefa
Salma
Mahadi
Samir
Elly
Adam
Olivia
Adam
Nubah
Rabeya
Connor
Yahia
Zachariah
Aliza
Yaqub
Maisha
Haider
Zaina
Nadia
Jasmine
Younousse
Amandeep
Zulaikha
Erika
Noemi
Keira
Meheraj
Anas
John
Ilyas
Kimti
Abdul
Samuel
Rose
Holly
Gilvydas
Muskan
Isaac
Simon
Asma
Sadiah

Adal
Samuel
Mashriky
Freya
Numan
Samuel
Avalon
Shuhana
Shahan
Leon
Mahfuja
Matyas
Aidan
Kayla
Abdurrahman
Joe
Milana
Esma
Megan
Iolanda
Sabah
Kieran
Aisha
Nasrudin
Mehady
Courtney
Rio
Sulayman
Hadi
Zuber
Samir

Ms Osunde

PE Kit

There has been a delay in the processing of PE kit from the manufacturers due to Covid-19. If your child
has not yet received a Wapping High PE kit that has been ordered, please ensure that your child is still
prepared for PE lessons with athletic clothing, ideally navy tracksuit bottoms and a white t-shirt.

If a Wapping High PE kit has not been ordered for your child, you can do so via the school website or the
link below:https://wappinghigh.org/dress-code/'

PE Department

