WHS Parent Bulletin
Monday 18th of January 2021
Important dates for your diary:
Monday 15th of February - Friday 19th of February - Half Term
See our term dates for this academic year:
2020/2021 term dates

Headteacher's Message
Dear families,
I hope you are well and continuing to cope as best we all can during these challenging times.
Please note due to criticisms from a few parents about the amount of information I'm having to share with you in letters and in bulletins like this, you will see
that I have structured my section of the bulletin here into separate titled paragraphs. I'm hoping this helps.
Lateral Flow Testing at the School
Last Friday, the school’s Senior Team and Heads of House were all present to have a dry run in the school’s new lateral flow test centre which is based in my
office (see picture below). I would like to thank everyone of the team who volunteered to take on the training and assessments and to help me administer the
tests in the coming future. I'm certain this will make a positive difference as we try our hardest to not have to close again when we return.

Remote Learning at WHS
Obviously remote learning is in full flow now at Wapping High and we continue to look for ways to improve and make more efficient, our home learning
provision. Incidentally, we have been asked to join a steering group made up of local schools due to us being ahead of the curve regarding remote learning
provision in comparison to many other local schools. The steering group will allow us to share our best practice with others but also learn from them as part of
that important exchange opportunity. I am encouraged that everyone is working so hard to make remote learning work at the school but I think we're all
equally very much looking forward to the time when we can get back to school and get back to normal. Obviously we are completely led by central
government here as to when we can return back to school but I will keep you as fully informed as I am able to as time goes on.
Virtual Full School Assemblies
It was absolutely amazing to see so many people attend last Wednesday's virtual full school assembly. I think students and staff alike fully enjoyed the
opportunity to reconnect again and celebrate students' achievements so far in lockdown. We had a few technical issues with so many students and staff
wanting to attend which are being resolved ready for next Wednesday's assembly but please do ensure that your child joins everyone else at 1pm. I'm certain
they will find it beneficial.

Year 11
These are uncertain times for exam year group students and our Year 11 students have had to endure a great deal this year. As you will already know, formal
external exams have been cancelled this year and frustratingly and confusingly, the initial announcement was clouded by an immediate lack of clarity around
what would replace the formal examinations. As it stands, formal examinations will be replaced by teacher assessments which will also be supported by mini
tasks set by exam boards to support grade decisions. We don't, as yet, know what these mini tasks will be but Mr Palmer and Ms Ingram have been sharing
any updated information with Year 11 as regularly as we can to ease any anxiety. I would also encourage all Year 11 to fully engage with their coach as,
having the opportunity to have a one-to-one conversation sharing your worries and concerns right now should be really helpful.
I would say to every Year 11 student, alongside doing all we can to support your wellbeing, nothing is more important to me personally than ensuring that we
get you through this year with fair and accurate grades in all your subjects to allow you to move on to meaningful next steps. (Please see Mr Palmer’s update
below).
Mandarin Education Programme - MEP
It was a bit of a gamble last year getting involved with the Mandarin Education Programme as this was new ground for me and of course for the school. I have
to say the gamble has paid off fully and we now have the wonderful Ms Wong doing some amazing work with Year 7 language learners at the school.
Ms Sorba and I are attending a virtual MEP annual evaluation event on Wednesday which we are both looking forward to but Year 7 parents, whose child
studies Mandarin with us, will know that Ms Ingram has written to you inviting you to the MEP parent and carer event which is being held this Thursday, 21st
Jan between 4 and 5 pm. I encourage you to attend and get a sense of what the MEP is achieving and aiming to achieve in the future. Here is a link for
anyone who would like to attend: https://www.britishcouncil.org/school-resources/languages/mandarin-excellence-programme .
Pangea, The Global Village
Last Saturday, I was delighted to co-host the launch of Pangea, Global Learning Village which was held as an international Zoom conference linking together
ourselves from the UK and schools in India, Bangladesh, Brazil, UAE, Dubai and Sweden. The event was opened by Lord David Evans and will focus on
students connecting from all over the world to share their learning and understanding. As I've said many times, I feel there is nothing more important than
students broadening their horizons both in terms of their learning and aspirations of achievement but also how they are ready and confident to take their place
in the wider world. If you're interested in finding out more then please look at the schools Twitter site.
Linked to this, we are determined that a good number of Wapping High students connect to this terrific opportunity so if your child is interested in finding out
more then let myself or Ms Sorba know as soon as possible as the student project work begins at the end of January.
Finally, as always my thanks go to the Governors, Staff and all the students at the school that remain so positive and optimistic whilst we all await the
opportunity to reconnect in person again. I am certain that we will emerge from this pandemic stronger and more determined than ever to make the most of
our lives in meaningful ways. In the meantime, if you feel I or any of the Staff at Wapping High can help you in any way, then please do not hesitate to contact
us and we will do all we can.
My very best and stay safe,
Gary Nelson
Headteacher
Email: headteacher@wappinghigh.org

Important Update
COVID: Mass Testing
As Mr Nelson has mentioned in his headline message to you all, the school is busy preparing for the roll out of mass testing once we are able to re-open.
Over the last few weeks we have recruited a team of volunteers from existing staff who have undergone a series of exams/assessments in order to qualify
them to safely guide students through the administration of the lateral flow tests.
Needless to say, this approach to mass testing will hopefully allow us to not only keep the school open until the wider roll out of the various vaccines that are
now on the market, it will also ensure that we can quickly identify any positive cases of COVID-19 allowing us to act swiftly without having to send entire year
groups home simultaneously. Additionally, in the event of a positive case, close contacts of anyone infected will still be able to come into school and be tested
daily over seven days in order to ensure that their learning is not disrupted. Please keep an eye open for a consent form that will be coming out to you very
soon. We cannot guide students through the testing process without your permission so it is essential that we get this back as
soon as possible which will allow us to keep everyone in our student community along with families at home as safe as possible.
If you have any questions or would like further information, please contact me directly at
tomraw@wappinghigh.org.
Mr Raw

Remote Learning Updates
Parent Guide to Remote Learning
Dear parents and carers,
Please watch this video from Mr Dean to see how easy it is to access the wonderful remote learning opportunities our staff are providing. In the video Mr Dean
shows how to access Google classroom as well as the fantastic Century AI platform for Maths and Science.
Mr Dean
Remote Learning Timetable
At Wapping High School, we continue our success in delivering digital home learning. We are delighted to announce that the timetable for the wide range of live
lessons at Wapping High school will now be available to view on the school website as well as e-mailed out weekly to parents.
Please check out our website which will be updated weekly with information around home learning and on Monday you will be able to view that week's timetable.
Mr Webb

Remote Learning Letter
Dear parents and carers,
Please take your time reading this Remote Learning Letter shared with you earlier this week as it has key information on how we will continue to support your child
via remote learning.
Ms Sorba

News
Year 11 Examinations

It was a pleasure to meet with Year 11 families on Tuesday the 12th of January to update them on the GCSEs, remote learning and our coaching offer. We thank
you for your warmth and positivity in these most challenging of times.
The key messages were:
1) The Government has now confirmed that the 2021 GCSE Examinations are to be replaced with teacher assessment.
2) We expect an announcement from Ofqual on the form and timescale of assessments very soon.
3) Your child should continue to fully engage with their remote learning and continue to improve their understanding across the curriculum.
If you were unable to attend the event, please feel free to get in contact and we can arrange a time to meet: jonathanpalmer@wappinghigh.org .
Very best wishes,
Mr Palmer

From the English Department
Firstly, I would like to welcome back the wonderful Ms Ahmed who has returned to us this term from maternity leave. Ms Ahmed has been greatly
missed by both students and staff alike and it is brilliant to have her back teaching her amazing lessons once again and helping to move the English
Department forward to dizzying new heights.
Also, I am pleased to welcome Ms Jervier back this term who has already made an incredibly strong impression on her students over the last nine
months. Ms Jervier is a great teacher and we are fortunate to have her in our school community.
Mr Raw
Year 11 French
Year 11 kicked off their remote learning with brilliant attendance and engagement with Live Lessons and some beautifully written work on their new
topic of the environment. Well done to Esma, Scarlett and Muskan who submitted the pieces below.

Ms Ingram
Languages Department
The Languages Department would like to send a massive congratulations to the top 5 Language Nut users for this term so far! All will be receiving
Epraise points!
1. Ethan Y7 (266000 points!!)
2. Kieran Y10 (99400)
3. Shayma Y10 (65900)
4. Alicia Y10 (63800)
5. Esma Y11 (61800)
Keep up the excellent work!

Ms Ingram

Reach Out
During this unprecedented time, we are delighted to announce that Reach Out Mentoring is continuing online. The successful programme continues for the 25
selected Wapping High School students. Project Leaders engage in fun games and group projects followed by a 1:1 online mentoring session with Reach Outs'
qualified mentors. A big shout out to all the Reach Out students!

Mr Webb

Events
Elevate Parent Webinar
The first Elevate parent webinar of the term is next Tuesday 19th January at 6pm. We will be focusing on student motivation, giving parents ways to help keep
their children motivated during school closures.
The webinar series is a free addition to your Elevate programme and is completely free for families. We’ve now set our schedule of webinars for this term to
support parents as much as possible during lockdown and the dates are:
· Tuesday 19th January: Increasing and Sustaining Motivation
· Tuesday 9th February: Stress & Wellbeing
· Tuesday 2nd March: Preparing for Assessments
· Tuesday 23rd March: Managing Technology and Distractions

The details of next Tuesday’s webinar are as follows:
Managing Motivation: How to boost and sustain your child’s motivation during lockdown.
Date: Tuesday 19th January 2021
Time: 6:00 – 7:00pm
Registration link: https://get.elevatecoaching.info/uk/register

