WHS Parent Bulletin
Thursday 17th of December 2020
Important dates for your diary:
Thursday 17th of December - End of Term
Monday 4th of January - Inset Day
Tuesday 5th of January - Students Return Back to School

See our term dates for this academic year:
2020/2021 term dates

Headteacher's Message
Dear families,
This is my last Parent Bulletin message to you in 2020 and I think we're all keen to see the back of this incredibly challenging year.
There is some key Covid related information below from Mr Raw which you need to read please. The school has tried to keep you up-to-date with
all the available new information coming from central government and from Tower Hamlets but I do understand that it's very challenging to keep
fully abreast of everything that's happening at the moment. I would like to take this opportunity to reassure everyone that the school is not closing
over the winter break and myself and the staff team will continue to be on hand to help and support you in any way we can.
You are obviously all aware that I was forced into making a difficult decision last weekend to move to remote learning in the last week of term. I
repeat from the letter I sent families last week again, that with 29 staff members unavailable for duty and by the end of the weekend virtually every
WHS student needing to isolate, I remain certain that it was the right decision. I was also encouraged by the positive support from our Regional
Schools Commissioner and from Tower Hamlets Local Authority leaders and many of you regarding the decision.
In general, we have had 2 main priorities in the last week of term. The first is to ensure that we connected and engaged with as many students as
possible to ensure that our remote learning approach was fully successful. The second priority is to ensure that we have done everything we can
to ensure that we restart face-to-face learning again both safely and effectively at the beginning of the next module.
I have a couple of staff related messages to share with you now; Ms Charman formally begins her maternity leave in the new calendar year. We
all wish her the very best of luck and we look forward to hearing about the new arrival very soon.
Mr Webb takes over as Head of Fleet House, Mr Webb is a very experienced and talented colleague who I’m certain will do a great job in this
interim role.
I would also like to say farewell and thank you to Ms McSherry who leaves the school at the end of this module. Ms McSherry has worked so very
hard to share her passion for English language and literature with all her students and her dogged determination to maintain this is notable.
Thank you and good luck in all our future endeavours.
Finally, it only remains for me to wish you all a restful, relaxing and healthy winter break.
Christmas is a time when families traditionally come together and be at peace…I hope that’s something
that we all get to experience as we finally get to say goodbye to 2020 as a world!
My very best wishes and take care,
Gary
Headteacher
Email: headteacher@wappinghigh.org

Nelson

Important Update
Dear families,

I hope that this final message from me this term finds you all safe and well.
You may have seen in the media this week that schools will be required to track and trace the individuals of anyone who has been in contact
with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 in the six days leading up to the 23rd December.

Should your child either:
a) develop symptoms within 48hrs of being in school, and;
b) receive a positive test result up to and including Wednesday 23rd December,then the school should be informed. Leaders at the school will
then be obligated to trace and contact those who had been in contact with the infected individual(s) and the student(s) will be required to selfisolate for the mandatory 14 days from the original contact.
For any other situations over the holidays starting on December 24th, you should get in touch with the NHS Test and Trace as per normal and
not the school.
At this point I feel it important to remind you that students must all ensure that they are arriving at school with a face mask which must be worn
at all times in the communal areas. This is to ensure that we can all - staff and students - celebrate the holiday period with our loved ones in the
best way possible.
Thanks and best wishes to all.

Mr Raw

News
Well Done Year 11 History Students
A big well done to Year 11 History students who have completed their final unit; 1000 years of Medicine. Here is a fantastic example of creative
revision; an illustrated timeline of 1000 years of diseases, 'causes and cures' starting from the Ancient Greeks and leading right up to the
exciting news of our 2020 Covid-19 vaccination. Esma has also recorded a narration of events to support future students in understanding how
and why medicine has progressed since the Medieval Era. The history of health and the people has never seemed so relevant! A big thank
you to Esma for creating such an inspiring resource.

Ms Mansfield

Christmas Jumper Day
Although Christmas Jumper Day looked a bit different this year, with some students having to self-isolate at home, this didn't dampen the
mood!
Here are Oliver & Samuel sporting some excellent Christmas Jumpers! Great job boys!

Ms Charman

Fantastic Work
Having worked really hard in REAL learning in KS3 we've asked the students to complete something a little different for their end of term
project. Students across Year 7 and 8 have used their research skills to find out how Christmas (or a different festival) is celebrated across
the world. Learning about how different cultures celebrate is a great way to learn more about the world and build greater understanding of
other countries and cultures.
Please see attached a few examples of work from our excellent researchers!
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from all in the Humanities Department!

Ms Harvey

A message from the English Department...
Despite the challenges to learning brought on by the worldwide pandemic, we in the English department are incredibly proud of our students and
the work they have produced this term. Even though some groups have had to return to an online learning approach, the majority of students
have approached it with aplomb and produced some amazing and inspiring work. I have to, at this point, single out Year 10 in particular who
bowled their teachers over with some of the amazing and insightful essays they produced on ‘The Woman In Black’. A great start and a hearty
well done to all.
Mr Raw
Teaching and Learning at Wapping High
I should like to say a huge thank you to all the teachers for delivering so many live online lessons this term and for ensuring that students are
still being taught and motivated even when self-isolating. It has also been great to see students organising themselves well at home to join
lessons and to complete work, whilst self-isolating. It is clear that they are getting better and better at coping, at adapting and at staying up to
date even when being taught remotely. Despite the disruptions, we have had an excellent term. Lots of deep and new learning has taken place
since September and students are now clearly back on track with their progress and with the rich curriculum that we offer.
My final thanks go to all the parents and carers for your continued support with helping our students to navigate the different challenges of this
term. We are really looking forward to seeing your sons and daughters back on site in our classrooms in January. It has also been particularly
touching for staff to see your messages of support at this challenging time.
Wishing you a restful winter break and happy new year.

Ms Sorba

Italian Club
Due to year group bubbles, Italian Club, have not been able to meet with all the Italian speakers across the school like we did last year.
However with lots of Italian speakers in Year 8, we have met as a Year 8 Italian Club and I have asked one of the regular members to write
about it in Italian (see below). The club is always a lovely highlight for me when I too get to practice my Italian. I am also delighted to be able to
congratulate the five Italian speakers in Year 11 who did their Italian GCSE mocks recently and achieved outstanding results. So many of our
students are bilingual at Wapping High and some are even lucky enough to speak three or indeed four languages. I sometimes feel they do not
realise what an incredible advantage it is to speak more than one language fluently, so we are always encouraging them to keep practising in
any way they can. Of course, we can also enter students for GCSEs in home languages, so
do make sure you let Ms Ingram know if this is something your child would like to do once they reach Year 11. ~ Buon Natale Signora Sorba
ITALIAN CLUB NEWS
L’ Italian club è un posto di ritrovo per tutte le persone che parlano Italiano. Diciamo che è un
piacere per noi italiani conoscere altri italiani, infatti, una delle principali funzioni di questo club, è propio quello del conoscerci, avere
conversazioni e avere una buona dose di divertimento!
Abbiamo il club degli italiani ogni settimana nei lunedì, di solito giochiamo giochi da tavola,
ma con una “difficoltà” aggiunta, bisogna fare tutto in italiano… buon esercizio per ripassare l’italiano! A volte ci piace parlare e
discutere dei nostri weekend, delle nostre giornate, delle nostre ambizioni. Tutto con un dolce panettone da mangiare.
Sono in ansia di incontrare i nuovi italiani dal Y7, vorrei condividere il nostro divertimento e le nostre esperienze a loro, spero che
questa pandemia finisca al più presto.
Mahadi (Y8)

Ms Sorba

Mandarin
Our Mandarin students have worked hard to write Christmas cards to their family members in time for the Winter Break. Here are several
cards with their Merry Christmas wishes in Chinese, either for their dear teachers or parents!
We're very proud of all the Mandarin students!

Ms Wong

Languages Department
The Languages Department would like to congratulate the following students for their excellent work on the Language Nut platform:
1. Ethan (Year 7)
2. Shayma (Year 10)
3. Alicia (Year 10)
4. Isabella (Year 10)
5. Kieran (Year 10)
Well done for your fantastic work and for helping Wapping High climb up the Language Nut leaderboard!

Ms Ingram
National Spelling Bee Competition
The MFL department and Wapping High School would like to wish good luck to the wonderful Nishi. She will be participating in the National
Spelling Bee Competition on Friday 18th of December 2020.

Ms Walker

Notices
Dear Year 11 families,
By the time you have read this, you should already be aware of the borough's drive to ensure that all Year 11 students and school staff are
tested for the Coronavirus between 29th-31st December. Using the test kit that has been either sent to you or collected this week, please
ensure that your child takes their test on either of these dates and drop it off at any Tower Hamlets Childrens' Centre. From there, the test will
be processed and both you and the school will be informed as to the result.
Needless to say that it is imperative that your child takes this COVID test on the specified dates and it is dropped off at the appropriate time
so that we can keep the school community and all families safe in 2021.
Thank you for your support.
Mr Raw

Introducing your new Head of House...Mr Webb
As some of you will be aware, I am expecting my first baby in January, it is therefore with great pleasure that I can introduce Fleet's new
Head of House Mr Webb! Mr Webb will be taking over from me when student's return to school in January and I know he will do an amazing
job in supporting students and be a huge asset to the Pastoral Team. Good luck Mr Webb!

Ms Charman

IT Department Update
The IT department at Wapping High has an exciting new update designed to further improve our safeguarding of students working online.
We have added an extra layer of security to our network which provides monitoring of their online activities and flags up any concerning
activities to teachers and the IT technical team.
In lessons, the software will also share students screens with the teacher and IT staff ensuring learning time is used efficiently.
Our partners, Impero, is a market leader in the education sector with many years of experience providing supporting tools that help schools
to manage devices and users.
At Wapping High, we take online safety very seriously and do everything possible to protect and educate students. We encourage parents
to take an active role alongside us by discussing online activity with their children as well as reminding them to report anything concerning
they see to a parent and teacher.
Mr Muruts

