Parent Bulletin 4 - 18th December 2021

Dear Parents and Carers
This Parent Bulletin is the last of what has been an incredibly challenging year for everybody
as we continue to battle with the ongoing Covid pandemic. Please do read in detail Mr Raw's
section below for more information here but we have all faced considerable challenges
posed by the virus, and variants of the virus, over the last two years, but staff have not
allowed it to stand in the way of us continuing to do our best to carry on as normal
throughout the whole experience. I say with confidence to all of you that this commitment will
not change in the future but I will, as always, do everything I can, with the considerable
support of a great team around me here, to ensure everybody remains as safe as possible at
all times.
Year 11.
I always try to start off the Parent Bulletin with a focus on Year 11 and our support for them in
this key year.
Year 11 are a truly amazing year group and have matured so much in their attitude to their
learning and in their commitment to ensuring they achieve all they can in their upcoming
examinations and assessment.
Mr Palmer has written a short section within this bulletin which shares with families some
information regarding the Year 11 Parents Evening coming up in the next half term so as you
can see we are balancing our commitment to Year 11 with our even greater commitment to
making sure that everyone stays safe and well. If you have any questions feel free to contact
Mr Palmer at jonathanpalmer@wappinghigh.org and I'm sure he will be very glad to help but
he will be writing to you again soon with more information.

New and departing staff.
It may be the impact of the pandemic but we have had a few Support Team and office staff
leave this year which is unusual for the school.
In terms of colleagues leaving at the end of this week, I'd like to say a fond farewell to Mr
Matthews in maths and also to Mr Hay, our Attendance and Welfare Officer. Both members
of staff here have been absolutely terrific members of the Wapping High team and we wish
them the very best of luck in all their future endeavours..
Joining the Wapping High staff team are Ms Roberts who joins us as an ‘English as an
Additional Language’ (EAL) teacher and teacher of Spanish and Ms Vidal who joins us as
Office Manager with a current focus on attendance and welfare management. Both
colleagues are amazing people and will be hugely valuable colleagues in our continuing
journey forward.
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Subject and curriculum reviews.
Here at Wapping High, we are constantly looking to improve learning and teaching and
curriculum opportunities here at the school. Every subject goes through a rigorous quality
assurance process called a subject review every academic year and that process is led by
Mr Raw and supported by other members of the Senior Team.
Subject Leaders work with the quality assurance team and an improvement plan is produced
following the process which sets targets for the subject team to achieve.
After the winter break, we are taking a slightly different approach to subject reviews and
focusing on the whole of the Key Stage 3 curriculum to ensure it really does achieve all we
expect it to. It may be that, following this intensive review, that we look to future planning for
having a three year, rather than a two-year, Key Stage 3 curriculum. I will tell you more about
this when the outcomes of the review are known
Breakfast Club
Mr Ali has secured some funding to restart the breakfast club that we had running at the
beginning of the academic year. Mr Ali will be speaking with students and inviting them to
come along and get involved with the relaunched breakfast club very soon after the winter
break so please do encourage your child to look out for that.
Debate Club.
Thank you Alfie for coming to see me to discuss organising a debate club for students. This
is something Alfie and I have been talking about in passing for some time now and we are
keen to get it off the ground. The thinking is that we will run a debate club in which will have
the opportunity to debate current issues that affect young people's lives. The club will most
likely be during Enrichment on Thursday afternoons and everyone that is interested will be
encouraged to get involved.
Cafeteria redesign.
Our cafeteria here at the school is relatively smart already but our catering company Holroyd
Howe, myself and Mr Dervin, School Business Manager, will be meeting in January to look
over some designs for upgrades to the decor in the basement. This is part of our contractual
arrangement with this company and I look forward to some really exciting designs coming to
life for the benefit of all in the very near future. I'll keep you posted here.
Finally, and probably most important, I'd like to take this opportunity to wish you the very best
over this festive period and regardless of the challenges we all face, I do hope you manage
to get some time to spend with your families and loved ones. And last of all please
remember that the first day back for students is January 5th and students from different year
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groups will be returning to school on different days that week in a staggered start. See Mr
Raw’s section for more information here.
My best wishes and take care

Mr Gary Nelson
Headteacher
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Mr Raw’s Covid update section.
Dear parents/carers,
This is a reminder that there will be a staggered start at the beginning of the Spring Term with
students returning on the following dates:
Wednesday 5th January - Year 11
Thursday 6th January - Year 10
Friday 7th January - Year 9
Monday 10th January - Year 8
Tuesday 11th January - Year 7
Upon their return, all students (provided parental consent has been given) will be given an
on-site lateral flow test withce the results prossed within 30 minutes.
Furthermore, I am duty bound to inform you that we are seeing a steady increase in Covid
infections within school which is in line with the national picture. Therefore, it is essential that all
students are taking a Lateral Flow Test twice a week and reporting the results to
covidtesting@wappinghigh.org as well as to the NHS. On Friday December 17th, your child will
be coming home with a fresh supply of these test kits.
Also, face masks are mandatory in all communal areas of the school. Parents/carers must
ensure that their child is equipped with a mask before they set off to school as our back up
supplies are limited. It is important that everyone is doing their bit here in keeping the school and
the wider community as safe as possible.
Thanks and best wishes.
Mr. Raw, Deputy Head.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Year 11 update.
Dear Year 11 parents and carers, we are delighted to be hosting our Year 11 Parents Event on
Thursday the 13th of January as calendared.
Whilst we may have to adapt the form of the event in response to the local and national
Covid-19 cases, we will still be providing the opportunity to connect with your child's teachers as
we work together, looking ahead towards the GCSEs.
We will write to you after the winter break to confirm the full details of this important event.
Thank you
Mr Palmer, Assistant Head, Progress and Acheivement.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Trip to Wallace Collection
It was a delight to take a group of Year 10 English students to the Wallace Collection this week.
Our students were fascinated by the personalised tour they were given through the extraordinary
galleries of Georgian artwork, Rococo furniture and ancient armour.
The focus for the day was exploring how the artefacts can be a prompt for creative writing and
guided by two authors students produced some amazing writing. Shout-outs go to the following
students for sharing some incredibly vivid vignettes: Jasmine, Ergi, Alex, Simon and Samuel.
Once again, our students were a credit to the school with their excellent manners, knowledge
and curiosity.

Ms Sorba Senior Assistant Head, Learning and Teaching.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Indian school partnership
We were delighted to partner once again with ELPRO International School this week for our first
digital 'Litfest'!
This two day was a fantastic opportunity for students to explore their love of reading and creative
writing, as well broadening horizons by connecting with students abroad.
The first day kicked off with our joint opening ceremony which included a fantastic book quiz to
break the ice! Students were then able to take part in Balloon Debating and Creative Writing -
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well done to our two superstars Sam P in Year 8 and Lutfullah in Year 7 for their winning
participation here!
The second day's activities of Human Library and Character Sketch were also a delight and it
was great to see students really engaging with their storytelling abilities! Ibrahim and Ibnat in
Year 7 really impressed us.
We really look forward to making this event a permanent fixture in the Wapping High calendar
and a massive congratulations to all the students who took part!

Ms Ingram, Assistant Head, Coaching and International Partnerships.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Aspire Day 2:
On Friday we hosted our second Aspire Day. Students once again engaged with the hidden
curriculum and holistic learning. Year 11 had a chance to focus on life beyond Wapping High.
Applying for colleges, personal statement writing and managing exam stress. Year 10
explored topics on emotional health and healthy use of technology. The Year 9 students
investigated issues surrounding body image and self esteem. Year 8 not only got the chance
to cook a nutritious meal but also looked at other aspects of healthy living with a focus on
physical and mental health whilst year 7 had a theme of me, myself and I understanding
changes which occur in adolescence and growing up. Once again, students showed how
mature they can be discussing such big topics.
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Furthermore, to tie up the topics for the first term of Aspire learning
we had an assembly run by an organisation called Just as You Are.
JAYA led an interesting and informative assembly on how to
recognise healthy friendships and relationships. Students walked
away from the assembly understanding the warning signs to look
out for in all relationships and reminded about the important fact
‘you are amazing just as you are’ and to be your genuine self.

Culture Day:
On 14th December we hosted our first
Wapping High School Culture Day.
Culture refers to the characteristics and
knowledge of a particular group of
people: this encompasses, language,
religion, cuisine, social habits, music and
arts. We all share British culture and also
the culture of Wapping High school and
so we wanted to celebrate this. We live in
such a melting pot and London itself is
home to 270 different nationalities. To
celebrate this diversity students came in
in their cultural dress which highlighted
all the different cultures that exist in our
school community.
Special recognition should go to
Mehzabin and Maryam in year 11 who are both part of the student leadership team. They
were the pioneers for the day and worked hard to promote and develop the resources for
students to learn and celebrate culture. A legacy I’m sure which will continue even when
they leave Wapping high.
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Ms Sanders, Assistant Head, Holistic Learning.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Tower Hamlets indoor athletics competition
Year 7 and 8 boys
On the 14th December the Year 7 and 8 boys competed in the district indoor athletics
competition at Stepney Green school. The boys were very busy competing in lots of running,
throwing and jumping events and deserve lots of praise. A special mention to Moses,
Harrison, Ethan and Halim who finished 1st place in the obstacle relay. Also a huge well
done to Ahnaf Habib who ran superbly in the 6 lap event finishing 1st place.
Year 7 and 8 girls
On the 15th December it was the Year 7 and 8 girls’ turn to compete at the district
competition. The girls competed fantastically and deserve so much credit. A big shoutout to
our Year 7 superstars, Ava who won her 4 lap race and Vasti who was incredible, vamos
Vasti!

Mr Hutton. PE Team.
I hope you enjoyed reading this Parent Bulletin.. My very best festive wishes to you all and I look
forward to seeing you again in 2022.
Mr Nelson
Headteacher

