Parent Bulletin 3 - 29th November 2021

Dear families
Welcome to Parent Bulletin number 3 this year. You’ll also receive a pre-holiday Parent
Bulletin before we all go off on our winter break in three weeks time.

The latest Covid challenge.
I wrote to you yesterday but in summary, we are hearing a great deal again about more
worrying information regarding the latest Covid variant, or the ‘Omicron’ variant. Throughout
the pandemic, and particularly this academic year, we have done our best to ensure that it
remains ‘business as usual’ here at Wapping High and we’ve continued to not allow the
pandemic to get in our way of the school's mission and vision to be the very best school we
can for our amazing young people. The continuing emergence of new Covid variants and the
rising number of Covid infections, remains a challenge for all schools but we continue to
follow Government guidelines, NHS advice and instructions from the Department for
Education to ensure we continue to get everything right in our constant pursuit of keeping
everyone safe here.
Please read Mr Raw's section below which brings you up to date with information regarding
our Covid strategy and vaccination take up data.
Trips and visits.
Leaders and staff here at school are fully determined to return to our pre-pandemic
commitment to running high-quality trips and visits to support learning at the school. You will
remember that I focused the last Parent Bulletin on some recent high-quality visits that had
taken place which we are delighted that learners and staff had enjoyed and clearly made the
most of.
This is a challenging time for us to remain committed to external visits and trips but every
risk assessment carried out for every trip includes a great deal of detailed planning around
how we will keep students safe from Covid away from school.
I am really pleased and proud at the moment of the work that Mr Hutton and the PE team
here have done in organising sports teams and creating a fixtures program which seems to
be really popular with our students. Mr Hutton has written a section towards the end of this
Parent Bulletin so please read it and enjoy and well done to everyone involved.
We have also maintained our commitment to international work and partnerships and we
continue to use digital meeting technologies to connect our students and staff together
across the world. I will continue to keep you up-to-date with developments here but I remain
really excited about beginning running our international trips again which will be as soon as
we are able to do so. A big thanks go to Ms Ingram here and all her hard work in maintaining
this as a school priority.
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Year 10 Parents Evening
This year’s Year 10 Parents Evening takes place on Tuesday this week. Mr Palmer wrote to
you recently to inform Year 10 families that the Parents Evening will have a slightly different
format in that we will be running it as a ‘hybrid’ as it mixes in the voice note approach we
have used with great success in similar events recently but this time we are also inviting into
school a few student’s families who we think would be better served if we met them in
person.
Running events like this in this way is relatively groundbreaking so we need to check with
you that we are meeting your needs here. Mr Palmer and I would be particularly keen to
hear from anyone who would like to offer some feedback which I can assure you we will act
on for the benefit of all in the future. If you’d like to contact Mr Palmer directly then feel free
to email jonathanpalmer@wappinghigh.org.
Christmas Lunch - 9th December.
In the years that we’ve been able to have a special Christmas lunch for all students and
staff, they have always been hugely enjoyable and fun events.
This year we will be having Christmas lunch on the 9th of December and Ms Overare and Mr
Ali are busy organising what I’m sure will be easily as good as previous years.
Our chef, Farid and his team always do us proud and students even get to see myself and
Mr Raw in our pinnies and Santa hats helping serve out the food. You’ll be hearing from
Heads of House with more details here soon but I’m hoping that we get a really large
number of students and staff involved again as we’ve done in previous years.
Aspire Day 2. - 10th December.
Following the Christmas lunch, we have our second Aspire day of the academic year on the
10th December.
These high quality Aspire days are always important to us because they fill in the gaps
around the National Curriculum which help young people manage themselves better, be
more knowledgeable about the world around them and develop those soft skills which are so
essential when ensuring that young people go on and do great things with their lives.
Ms Sanders will be in contact with more information soon but I would like to say thank you to
her for all her amazing leadership in this key area.
In Year Admissions.
As I’ve shared with families many times we did have a disappointing Year 7 intake at the
beginning of this academic year when we were been promised a large cohort by Tower
Hamlets local authority admissions team and geared up for that.
At the time this created a significant amount of financial pressure on the school and I took
the decision, with the support of our Governors, to allow a larger than normal inflow of
in-year admission students joining the school in the middle of the academic year.
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Thankfully this has been a hugely successful strategy and we are only a relatively small
number of students away from being full now.
Again as I’ve said before, the in-year admission students that have joined us have been truly
amazing and have majoritively proved themselves to be real assets within the school
community. That said, this is a time of consolidation given all the extra students that we have
welcomed into the school and therefore, and especially in the middle of the continuing
pandemic, I have taken the decision to slow the inflow of these extra students at least for the
rest of the current academic year.
I’ll keep you updated with any further details available in the future here but I’m sure you will
support me for obvious reasons here.
Next Year’s curriculum.
Due to the additional students, we’ve welcomed to the school, it’s possible again for us to
expand Wapping High’s curriculum from next year onwards.
In previous years we have introduced Workshop Wednesdays Applied Learning e.g. BTEC’s
and recently, Religious Studies (RS) and Computer Studies learning.
It’s also amazing to have established Spanish and Mandarin Chinese on our curriculum
especially alongside our bid to become a British Council designated International School.
From next year Mr Dean, who leads on the curriculum here at WHS, and I are keen to take
our curriculum even further.
A few years ago now I was disappointed to have to take GCSE Music out of the Key Stage 4
curriculum here due to school funding cuts but we are now in a position to re-introduce this
important curriculum element in a truly broad and balanced curriculum experience for
everyone.
Watch this space for more information.
Parent Governor.
Finally, I’d like to take the opportunity to thank the two parents who applied for the vacant
Parent Governor role recently. Their applications are very strong and it was a pleasure to
meet both of them individually in the last couple of weeks as they are both terrific candidates
for the role.
My PA, Ms Morgan, will be sending you information soon which will help you be able to cast
your vote for the individual who you think would be best within this role so please look out for
this and get involved in the process.
Enjoy the rest of the Parent Bulletin and please take care and stay safe.
Best wishes
Gary Nelson
Headteacher
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From Mr Raw..
I am writing to you this week in order to update you on the latest guidance surrounding
COVID-19 (in particular the new Omicron variant), the vaccination program at school as well
as an exciting event for many of our Year 10 students in partnership with King's College
London.
COVID Update:
By now you will probably have seen over the weekend the concerning news around the
Omicron variant originating in South Africa. While not much is yet known about Omicron, the
headline here is that this particular variant is more transmissible regardless of one's
vaccination status.
Consequently, and in line with the letter Mr Nelson sent to all families yesterday, all schools
in England have now been advised to ensure that all students and staff are wearing a
face mask in the communal areas of the school unless they are exempt due to a
pre-exisiting medical condition. Therefore, all parents and carers need to check that their
child has a mask and is bringing it with them to the school in order to keep all of us and the
wider community as safe as possible. I cannot stress enough how important this is and I
thank you in advance for your support and understanding here. Furthermore, your child
should be wearing a mask on any and all public transport to and from school.
Should your child test positive for COVID-19 via lateral flow test, then as well as informing
the school they need to do a confirmatory PCR as soon as possible and isolate until the
result comes in. If the result is positive and you are notified of a link between this and the
Omicron variant, any and all close contacts will need to self-isolate for 10 days regardless of
the outcome of any additional testing in the meantime. Clearly, this will potentially have an
impact on students who are identified as close contacts of anyone infected in the school who
will have to self-isolate. This only strengthens the need for all students and staff to be
wearing a face mask in the communal areas of the school.
Also, I need to inform you that schools have been urged to test all students on-site upon our
return in January. Each student (existing consent provided will still apply) will receive one
lateral flow test over the course of the first week back. This will be as follows:
Wednesday 5th January - Yr11
Thursday 6th January - Yr10
Friday 7th January - Yr9
Monday 10th January - Yr8
Tuesday 11th January - Yr7
If you have not previously provided consent but would like your child to receive a test carried
out by our fully trained team, then please inform the school at covidtesting@wappinghigh.org
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Finally on this, all students are due to return to school on Wednesday 5th January
regardless of when their test date falls.
In more positive news, the team from Vaccination UK came into school last Wednesday in
order to vaccinate those students aged between 12 - 15 who had received parental consent.
This was a momentous day for the school and our journey through these uncertain times.
From the outset of this pandemic, Mr. Nelson and I have constantly emphasised our
unwavering commitment to the health and safety of students, staff and the wider community
and this vaccination of many of our students is a huge step forward in achieving this.
Furthermore, I have been informed by the NHS that the vaccine take-up by our students is
significantly above the average for schools in Tower Hamlets which is incredible. While
nothing will make us 100% Covid-secure, it does make us one of the safest schools to be at.
If you would like your child to be vaccinated but missed the deadline for it to be done in
school, please do contact your GP or make a booking at a local vaccination centre. I have
been informed that there is a walk-in vaccination centre at Stratford (Westfield shopping
centre) which is open until 7pm on weekdays.
Finally, it is still imperative that your child continues to test themselves twice per week via
Lateral Flow Test. All results should be sent through to covidtesting@wappinghigh.org
Medical Immersion Day - King's College London
Next Wednesday 1st December and on Thursday 16th December, a team of trainee doctors
from King's College London (KCL) will be coming into school in order to give up to
twenty-five Year 10 students an immersive experience into the world of medicine.
As well as being of interest to any students who are interested in a career in medicine,
dentistry or healthcare, both of these events will appeal to all students who are interested in
post-18 education.
Thanks and best wishes.
Mr. Raw
Deputy Headteacher

Good news from Maths..
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We are delighted to report the fantastic progress made in maths by our brilliant year 11
students during the first term of the year.
Students made on average a whole grade of progress between their Year 10 mocks in July
and their year 11 mocks in November! This is a great start to the year and places each
student in a strong position as we work together towards their GCSE examinations next
summer. Well done to all!
Mr Palmer, Assistant Head and Director of Maths.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Young Interpreters Scheme
We are so proud of our brilliant Young Interpreters who completed their training last week!
They very much understood the key ideas of kindness, patience and empathy needed to
engage with the course.
Twenty students are now ready to support learners who are new to English, as well as show
families around the school on tours in their home languages and even help out at Parents'
Evenings.
Here are some of our wonderful multilingual cohort!
Well done to all,
Ms Ingram

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Wapping High School PE Results and fixtures from Mr Hutton, PE.
Firstly a huge congratulations to our year 7 boys football team who performed
outstandingly at the Tower Hamlets Football tournament. Not only did they achieve 2
wins but they all performed exceptionally well, showing huge resilience and
determination when competing for Wapping High School for the first time.

Secondly, the Year 7 and 8 boys and girls shone brightly in the Tower Hamlets Cross
country event, displaying some exceptional results. A huge shoutout to
Nevayah-Shae Browne-Jamel who placed 8th in the district, congratulations!

December is also going to be an exciting month of fixtures, where Wapping High
School looks forward to competing in the Year 8 Tower Hamlets football tournament,
and also the Year 7 and 8 indoor athletics event at the Copper Box Arena.

And hot off the press…
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Cricket Result!..
A huge well done to the Year 9 and 10 cricket team who represented us last week in the
Tower Hamlets district tournament. The boys played some extremely close matches and
made the school proud. After beating St Paul’s Way we had a huge chance to get through to
the next round but were short of 4 runs in our final match. Well done to the boys below!
Shourya
Jobanpreet
Shaman
Saimur
Yusuf
Ahochin
Michael
Nassim
Shafi
Waliullah
Also, huge credit goes to Shourya Bhutani for leading the team, and also his impressive
batting skills who lead the team in runs (pictured below).

Mr Hutton, PE.
I hope you enjoyed reading this Parent Bulletin as much as I’ve enjoyed putting it together.
Best wishes everyone
Gary Nelson
Headteacher
Wapping High School.
November 2021.
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