Parent Bulletin 2 - 21st October 2021
Dear Wapping High families,
Welcome to this academic year’s second Parent Bulletin from the school which I’m sending
you at the end of our first module of learning.
It's been a really busy but productive half term with everyone feeling proud of what we've
achieved together in such a relatively short time so I’m hoping that you enjoy reading about
some of our key achievements in this newsletter.
Year 11.
These are challenging times for all exam year students across the country as we return
again to traditional exam style assessments in the summer. Students have shared with me
their anxieties and concerns over how well they will be prepared for these summer
examinations. An advantage of Wapping High over other schools here is that we are a
smaller school and therefore more in tune with what individual Year 11 students need in
terms of support due to our closer relationships with each of them. Our past history has
shown us this really is good news here and everyone is determined to ensure Year 11’s
preparation is as good as ever this year.
As we shared in the recent Year 11 information evening, we are really optimistic about what
this particular year group can achieve this year and we will do everything in our power to
help them share that belief and successfully complete their exams with great confidence.
I’d also like to say well done to the Year 11 Drama students who performed their GCSE
monologues to a full audience of parents, staff and other students on Wednesday this week
as they were absolutely brilliant! Well done to everyone involved!

Coaching and Mentoring.
Coaching and mentoring remains a mainstay here at the school and it is truly remarkable
that there are so many people, students and staff here, who are benefitting from this school
focus. My thanks go to Ms Ingram for all her hard work and leadership here but equally to all
the staff who have signed up to take part in the programme.
Ms Ingram and I are fully determined that Wapping High will become a nationally and
internationally renowned coaching school for all the right reasons. Watch this space!
Covid.
I think we all share a concern regarding the ongoing developments with the UK Covid
situation. Cases are beginning to rise in comparison to other countries and we standby ready
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to take whatever precautionary action we need to to keep everybody as safe as we have
since the very beginning.
I’ve included a short paragraph following my section from Mr Raw, Deputy Head, who leads
the Covid response here at the school.
Trips and visits.
I remain a firm believer in what the experiences of a great school trip or visit or international
experience can have on young people's learning and motivation.
We have retained and strengthened our strong working partnerships with Elpro school in
Pune, India and IEDA in São Paulo Brazil but we’ve also now had students share
experiences with our new school friends in Kazakhstan which is really exciting.
I have been promised, Covid permitting, that we are making really good progress in running
our New York trip in the spring and also I’m keen that the Italy trip happens sometime this
year too.
What is amazing is that I constantly hear from students about their ideas about where we
could visit as a school. The students that approach me come from all year groups and the
trip suggestions range from trips to businesses and residential style trips design to develop
leadership.
I’ve been so bowled over by this interest in ‘broadening horizons’ that I’ve focused the
majority of the rest of this Parent Bulletin on pictures and stories from the recent trips that
we’ve been running here for our students. Enjoy!
Parent Governor opportunity.
A reminder that there remains an opportunity for a parent to join our Governing Body as a
Parent Governor. We have had some parents contact us and we are in the process of
contacting them and arranging a meeting and selection process but If you’re interested in
finding out more then please contact the Chair of Governors, Dr Kerstyn Comley on
kerstyncomley@wappinghigh.org and when you’re ready to find out how to apply for the role
please contact Ms Morgan, my PA, on headspa@wappinghigh.org.
Finally, as I said earlier, this has been a really busy term and students and staff have worked
hard to make the best of it. Wapping High is a great place to study and work and I remain
very proud of the strides we continue to take forward on our exciting journey together.
Have a lovely half term and enjoy the rest from the normal routine!
Best wishes to all
Gary Nelson
Headteacher
Wapping High School
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Message from Mr Raw - Covid update.
Dear parents/carers,
You will have by now received from Mr. Nelson and myself a letter informing you of the offer
of one dose of the Pfizer vaccine on Wednesday 24th November. Without repeating
everything laid out in this letter, I would just like to remind you of the salient points:
1) The vaccine will be offered to those who are 12-15 years old only.
2) The vaccine will be delivered by trained NHS staff and the school are offering the building
as a vaccination hub only.
3) In school, the vaccine will only be offered to those students whose parents have given
consent via the link (https://london.schoolvaccination.uk/covid/2021/towerhamlets)
4) All conversations surrounding consent should be between parent and child.
Furthermore, I would like to take this opportunity to remind you of the importance of your
child testing him/herself at home twice per week. As in all schools nationally, we are seeing
an increase in infection via Covid and the best way to catch any trace of the virus early is to
take the Lateral Flow Test (LFT) on a Sunday and Wednesday.
All results should be sent through to covidtesting@wappinghigh.org
Thanks and best wishes.
Mr. Raw
Deputy Headteacher
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Year 11 Geography field trip.

We were so pleased last week to be able to take our year 11 geographers out into Epping
Forest to complete some fieldwork. Highlights of our day include watching 20 teenagers get
excited about wellington boots, a student 'appreciating the nature Miss' and about a hundred
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different moments as our very London students got to grips with a small brook in a large
forest.
Mrs Sanders and myself were incredibly proud of the students recall of their rivers studies as
well as the enthusiasm which they showed when let loose on a river. You've not seen river
measurements being checked until you've seen Wapping High students doing them!
Please find here a few photos from our fabulous time in Epping Forest. Although some of our
students had experienced enough nature to last them a lifetime they have all returned
enthused and their understanding all the richer for the experience.
As if the amazing geography skills they learned weren't enough, some of our year 11s also
had a chance to practice their resilience... One student could be heard giving their legs a
pep talk on the way back to the classroom. As I heard then, 'keep going, you can do it'. If
they can keep up the excellent attitude in the run up to their mock exams they'll be laughing
(almost as much as we were).
Ms Harvey - Head of Geography.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Year 8 Mandarin Students China Town Trip

To celebrate our Year 8 Mandarin students' excellent result of the Mandarin Excellence
Program Hurdle Test which took place at the end of their Year 7 Summer term, the school
organised a trip to China Town on 12th October 2021.
The students had a delicious meal in a Chinese restaurant, and then walked around the
China town. All the food on the menu were taught in the Chinese class the day before the
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trip. Everyone used Chinese to say the food they have and used the sentences they have
learnt to express what they like. The students used a lot of Chinese language to
communicate with the restaurant staff.
Well done to everyone!
Ms Wong, Mandarin Teacher.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Volcanoes on the roof!!

Science Enrichment students had an explosive time this week when they mixed a range of
chemicals to model volcanic eruptions in the volcanoes they’d made together in their teams.
Thankfully it was a lovely sunny day on the roof for testing and the students had great fun
whilst learning lots about chemical reactions and a lot about volcanoes too.
Well done everyone!
Ms Macmillan, Miss Nahar and Mr Clovis. The science team.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------English as an additional language at WHS.
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Parents will know my passion for developing the international school dimension at Wapping
High School and supporting new students who don’t have English as a first language is an
important part of that.
We were delighted to welcome Angela Ffrench into school this week who is shown here with
Miss Ingram and a group of CATS Step program students who have been performing way
above everyone else on the program. Angela works for ESOL (English for Speakers of other
Languages) and she was delighted to give out prizes to our very best EAL performers.
Mr Nelson and Ms Ingram.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Inspirational speaker for Year 11s.

Heads of House update..
Firstly, this half term we’ve worked with Mr Nelson on the challenge of selecting a new Head
Girl and Head Boy from Year 11 students who applied to join the new Senior Student
Leadership Team. We are delighted to say that all the applicants shared some fantastic
ideas and visions regarding how the school might improve with their support which made the
selection process difficult.

6

Parent Bulletin 2 - 21st October 2021
For the first time ever, this resulted in a selection of 6 students who were appointed to be
part of our Senior Student Leadership Team made up of 2 Head Boys and 4 Head Girls.
They are all truly amazing!
We are pleased to say 9 students had the very best attendance this term, with Year 7
students having the highest positive Epraise points. This shows what a fantastic start they
have had to the year and their Wapping High journey.
Our students have also been very eager to express themselves during House assemblies.
This has given them the opportunity to grow in confidence and work together as a team but
to help shape their school in the way they need it to be.
Below are some examples of 7C's assembly presentation.
Ms Overare & Mr Ali
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What a great way to bring this Parent Bulletin to a close…
Enjoy half term and stay safe and we’ll see everyone back on Monday 1st November.
Mr Nelson and all the WHS team.
22nd October 2021.
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