Parent Bulletin 1 - 1st October 2021
Dear Wapping High families,
Welcome to this academic year’s first Parent Bulletin from the school and I hope you enjoy it
as much as I’ve enjoyed putting it together with the support of staff and students here.
As this is the first issue, I’d like to take this opportunity to say a hearty welcome to all of our
new Year 7 students who’ve made an absolutely terrific start here at the school this year and
we are very proud that they’ve joined the Wapping High family. I’d equally like to give a
formal warm welcome to all our students who’ve joined us from other schools, and in some
cases other countries, in all our other year groups. In every single case they have been a
fabulous addition to our learning community.
Since their return after the Summer break, students in all year groups have been absolutely
amazing and the atmosphere, despite what we’ve been through in the last 2 years together,
is really terrific around the building. I’m so proud of students and staff who remain committed
to doing the best they can for, and with, each other and long may it continue.
Communication.
For all families, please do continue to look out for new information on the website which,
along with Parent Mail and texts, are the school’s main ways of communicating key
information to you. Also lookout for the school’s Twitter account Tweets and also what we
share via our Facebook account which I’m determined we will use more of this year. Some
staff are also starting to use Instagram and other forms of social media to share student
success and good news with everyone out there. I remain determined as ever that
communication from school to home and across our community remains as strong as it can
be.
Covid.
Obviously, we continue to face the challenges of Covid and as a school we have always kept
on top of all the guidance regarding how we keep children and staff as safe as possible here.
I’ve included a short letter following this one from Mr Raw, Deputy Headteacher, who has led
the Covid response here at the school since the very beginning.
Partnerships.
This is an exciting year for the school as we’ve just formally entered into an exploratory
partnership with Big Education based around two outstanding schools, namely School 21 in
Newham and Surrey Square Primary School in Southwark.
We have enjoyed a great working relationship together for sometime now as we share a
passion for building schools in the way we feel they ought to be by providing the highest
quality and meaningful learning opportunities in exciting and engaging environments. I’ll tell
you more about this as the partnership develops this year but these are exciting times for all
the schools involved.
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International trips and visits.
Unless you are a new family to the school, you will know that the school has a passion for
broadening students’ horizons and linking not only locally across London and nationally, but
also through high-quality international school links for our students and staff.
We still maintain a strong connection with our partner school in Mumbai, India and also
equally strong with our partner school in São Paulo, Brazil. Indian and Brazilian students and
staff have been connecting with ourselves and everyone involved really enjoys the
experience.
We have also recently connected to a high performing school in Kazakhstan. Ms Ingram has
shared more about this further on in the Bulletin.
Now that we emerge from the worst of Covid, staff at Wapping High are keen to begin again
our commitment to international trip experiences and I am determined that, Covid allowing,
the British Council sponsored New York trip and the Italian trip for students will happen this
year which is really exciting for everyone… I also look forward to seeing future trips to China
and who knows where else in our resolve to make the world feel like a smaller place for
Wapping High students… Watch this space for future updates!
Parent Governor opportunity.
There is a great opportunity for parents here as well as we are looking to fill a vacancy for a
parent governor on our school’s governing body. This is a really interesting opportunity for
someone out there who wants to take a key role in their child’s education and influence the
future direction of the school. If you’re interested in finding out more then please contact the
Chair of Governors, Dr Kerstyn Comley on kerstyncomley@wappinghigh.org and when
you’re ready to find out how to apply for the role please contact Ms Morgan my PA on
headspa@wappinghigh.org. We are looking to fill this vacancy quickly so please let us know
as soon as possible if you are interested in finding out more.
Finally, this has been a really good year so far for the school and I’m delighted that, as fast
as we grow, we continue to maintain that small and family feel environment that is so popular
with everyone here and I know everyone at home.
I remain very proud that we continue to perform well as a school and continue to be
determined to do our very best to be an important part of our local community.

My very best wishes
Gary Nelson
Headteacher
Wapping High School.
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Message from Mr Raw - Covid update.
Dear parents/carers,
Please find below an important Covid update:
Home Testing: Lateral Flow Tests
It is important that we all, as a school community, continue to take two Lateral Flow Tests per
week in order to catch and isolate any presence of the virus early. Since we returned in
September, we have had two confirmed cases of COVID-19 (significantly lower than many
other schools) and it is only through this essential and vital early detection via LFT that we
can keep everybody as safe as possible.
As always, all results (positive, negative or invalid) should be sent through to
covidtesting@wappinghigh.org as well as informing the NHS.
Vaccination of 12-15 year olds
You will no doubt have seen by now the news reports that the Pfizer vaccine has been
approved for 12-15 year olds in the form of a single dose. Furthermore, schools have been
asked to provide a hub for NHS staff to administer the vaccine.
At the time of writing, we have not yet been informed as to when this will be taking place at
Wapping High School; however, when we do receive notification I will contact you
immediately.
For now, I just wanted to remind parents and carers that the school will only be used as a
hub for which vaccination can take place and any and all queries regarding consent must be
taken up with the NHS. Staff at school may be asked to facilitate the distribution of letters
asking for consent but this is where our obligation will end and no school staff will be
involved in the administration of the vaccine. This will be delivered by trained NHS staff only.
Thanks,
Mr. Raw
Deputy Headteacher
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Great Learners at Wapping High.

We have been delighted with the excellent start that the students have made in lessons this
term. Students have really seized the opportunities offered to them now that we are no
longer having lessons in bubbles. In fact, students have been telling us how pleased they
are to be able to go to different classrooms and learning spaces, which means they have
been able to interact more with each other and they have enjoyed lessons and specialist
classrooms where they can be more active and be involved in more practical learning. This
term we also introduced a new mini certificate to encourage and reward students for making
an excellent effort in some of the learning habits for success. Hopefully you have seen some
of the students taking home one of these certificates, especially some of our younger
students. Of course, we continue to use our reward system which means you can regularly
see on the Epraise App your child’s progress. If you are not sure how to access this, please
ask your child or look at the very simple instructions on the website.
Ms Sorba
Senior Assistant Headteacher.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Young Interpreters Scheme

We are so proud of our Young Interpreters for their excellent work welcoming parents and
prospective students on our recent open morning. Between them students can cover over 15
world Languages! Here is a sneak peak of them on our new YI display board.
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We were also delighted to continue to celebrate our International community at Wapping
High this week with European Day of Languages, where students, tutors and teachers have
been taking part in activities to broaden their cultural knowledge and linguistic skills. You
may find some new Danish, Italian or Polish phrases popping up at home!
Tak, gracias and merci,
Ms Ingram
Assistant Headteacher.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Congratulations to Coding Enrichment students.

A huge congratulations to our Key Stage 3 coding enrichment students who are making
amazing progress with their coding enrichment lessons on Thursday afternoons.
Well done to everybody involved!
Ms Saied, Head of IT.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Great news from Modern Foreign Languages 1.
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Great news from Modern Foreign Languages 2.

Our Year 7 Mandarin students have made an excellent start.
In their unit test for Unit 1 this, all of the students performed well with a high proportion of
them achieving the top mark!
Attached is a photo of some of their best work.
Thank you,
Ms Wong, Mandarin Teacher.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Message from our IT Network Manager - Mr Muruts.
Dear Parents/Carers
To order a chromebook the portal is now open until 10th October. If you would like to place
your order please visit https://www.tech4learners.co.uk/users/login - Username: Wapping21
Password: S3cure02!
If you would like more information please visit https://wappinghigh.org/schooldevice/
Thanks
Mr Muruts
IT Network Manager
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------And finally from our amazing Aspire Day 1 on Wednesday this week…

On Wednesday we had the first of our 6 Aspire days where students have an opportunity to
dive deep into PSHE themes and topics. Students took part in rich discussions from
multicultural Britain to how to maintain a healthy body and mind and supporting LGBT rights
and tackling homophobia. So impressive to see our young individuals gravitate through such
huge topics.
Well done to all of them.
Ms Sanders
Assistant Headteacher

Please look out for the next Parent Bulletin in a couple of weeks.
Best wishes and stay safe from everyone here at Wapping High.
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